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Natural systems are vital for people 

distribute natureôs 

benefits equitably 

inspire stewardship 

of nature 

help society adopt the conservation of 

nature as the centerpiece of developmenté 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Secure 

the foundation of  

critical natural capital 

2. Foster 

effective institutions + 

good governance 

éin order to measurably improve 

and sustain human well -being.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

climate  resilience 

fresh water 

food 

livelihoods,  and more $ 

we sustain nature s benefits       

to people, particularly: 
3. we promote 

sustainable production 

and consumption 

Healthy, Sustainable Societies  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature s Benefits  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Natural Capital Wealth Greater Mekong Region 



The problem is lack of economic valuation 
and short vs. long term gain 

Emerton 2015. GMS EOC ADB EMM. 



DRIVERS OF NATURAL CAPITAL LOSS 

DEFORESTATION OVERFISHING WATER DIVERSION 



OUR STRATEGY 

5-10 YEAR GOAL 

Å Protect the best 20% or 

6 million hectares of 

natural ecosystems in 

the Greater Mekong 

watershed  

 

Å Most important for 

maintaining water flows, 

forest cover, and 

biodiversity that benefit 

the well-being of the 

Greater Mekongôs 

people 



ÅProtect the water tower 

ÅKeep the water flowing 

ÅSecure the primary food source 



INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING 



Make trade-off data accessible and useable by key 
decision makers 
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Assess and monitor impacts on natural 
capital using consistent indicators 



Important natural capital combined (left) overlaid with areas with protected status (right) 

 
Target natural capital areas to direct 
protection, restoration and valuation efforts 
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