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The key issues:

The pace of global infrastructure investment is accelerating dramatically. For transport 
infrastructure alone, 25 million kilometers of roads will be added by 2050 – with 90% in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. In the Asia-Pacific region this translates to about $8.3 
trillion dollars of transport infrastructure investments projected between 2016 and 2030. 

This connective transport infrastructure, as well as other forms of ‘linear’ infrastructure 
such as energy networks and water supply systems – move people, goods, water and 
power and are essential for an efficient functioning economy. 

But, how can we ensure that the quality and viability of this infrastructure is secure over 
the long term? Linear infrastructure plans and sustainability cannot be at cross purposes, 
as environmental degradation and climate impacts will lead to costly bottlenecks, delays 
and project cancellations – increasing risk and decreasing ‘bankability’ of investments.  

In addition, most nations have agreed on targets for sustainability through their 
commitments to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Paris Agreement on 
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Climate Change, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction. These include the need for resilient, ‘low carbon’ and 
ecologically sensitive infrastructure that will not erode the welfare of current and future 
generations, or the productivity and stability of the planet’s natural systems. 

Why you should attend?

This forum will discuss practical approaches to meeting these sustainability challenges. 
It is possible to connect and protect by using ‘smart’ and sustainable infrastructure 
approaches that integrate climate change and ecological considerations into the 
upstream planning, design and construction of linear infrastructure projects. 

It is planned that the results of the Forum will feed into a partnership between interested 
organizations to develop guiding principles and identify good practice case studies for 
“Planning, Designing and Investing in Climate Resilient and Ecologically Sustainable 
Transport Infrastructure.”
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The forum will focus on five themes. These will support the preparation of “guiding principles” for 
integrating climate resilience and natural capital into transport planning, design and finance. 

1. Designing ecologically sensitive transport infrastructure: Capitalizing on opportunities and 
addressing constraints generated by biodiversity and ecosystem services.

2. Integrating disaster risk reduction and climate change: Assessing risks and benefits, resilient and 
low-carbon approaches, and the use of natural infrastructure.

3. Facilitating finance: De-risking and promoting climate-friendly, environmentally sustainable and 
‘bankable’ projects to attract institutional investors. 

4. Improving options with better planning: Integrating natural capital and climate into spatial and 
strategic planning to increase opportunities for multiple benefits. 

5. Strengthening the enabling environment: Policies, laws and regulations to reduce environmental 
risks and increase incentives for sustainable infrastructure investing. 
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MEET OUR 
SPEAKERS



ALFRED NAKATSUMA is the 
current Director of the US Agency 
for International Development’s 
(USAID) Regional Environment 
Office/Asia, responsible for USAID’s 
regional programs in 20+ countries 
on climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, counter-wildlife 
trafficking, marine resources 
management, clean energy, science 
and technology, and sustainable 
Mekong River Basin development.  
He graduated from Stanford 
University with a Bachelor in Civil 
Engineering, and from the University 
of Southern California with Master 
degrees in Economics and Urban & 
Regional Planning.  He is a member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, having 
served in Indonesia, Philippines, 
Washington DC, Guatemala and 
Bolivia.  He also served as a Fulbright 
Scholar working with the Ministry 
of Development in Peru, and as a 
Mansfield Congressional Fellow 
working in the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.  He speaks five 
languages including Japanese, Bahasa 
Indonesia, Portuguese and Spanish.   

DR. ANDREW DEUTZ is a leader 
in international environmental law, 
policy and negotiations, as well 
as international conservation and 
development. Dr. Deutz directs 
International Government Relations 
at The Nature Conservancy, leading 
the organization’s international 
policy work including climate change, 
biodiversity, marine and freshwater 
policy, as well as overseeing 
relationships with international 
organizations, multilateral 
development banks and bilateral aid 
agencies.
Prior to joining TNC in 2006, he 
served in several leadership roles 
with the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) including: Special Advisor 
for Global Policy, Director of IUCN’s 
Canada Office, and Coordinator of 
IUCN’s Temperate and Boreal Forest 
Programme.

Dr. Deutz has also served as 
the Lead Forest Negotiator for 
the US State Department and 
as Forest Policy Advisor to the 
World Bank. From 1994 to 1997, he 
was a Research Associate at the 
Woods Hole Research Center. He 
holds a doctorate in International 
Environmental Law from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy.

ASHLEY SCOTT KELLY is an 
assistant professor of landscape 
architecture at the University of 
Hong Kong. His research focuses 
on scenario-building and filling 
knowledge gaps for environmental 
conservation and development 
in data-poor regions. He applies 
landscape and architecture 
design methods to land change 
and landscape ecology, with wide 
expertise on the manipulation 
of geospatial data for the study, 
advocacy, design and delivery of 
projects in ecologically complex 
and contested landscapes. Recent 
works include design guidelines 
for tropical road infrastructure, 
corridor modelling for wildlife 
crossing design, and a Development 
and Conservation Awareness Map 
for southern Myanmar. Ashley 
coordinates the Masters thesis in 
landscape architecture and teaches 
design courses on regional landscape 
planning, infrastructure planning 
and design and rural development in 
China, South and Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America.
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DR. BARBARA WEBER is the 
founding partner of B CAPITAL 
PARTNERS, an investment ad-visor 
for institutional investors focused 
solely on infrastructure - incl. PPP 
and clean energy. In addition to 
classical M&A advise for direct 
investments, B Capital’s ser-vices 
include investment advice for 
funds, sourcing and assessment 
of investment opportunities, full 
transaction services (investment and 
divestment of di-rects/funds) as well 
as asset management services.

Barbara was instrumental in helping 
a group of Swiss pension funds 
to set up their own infrastructure 
investment platform. Upon 
successful set-up of the platform, 
the first investment (March 2015) 
was a share in the Swiss high voltage 
network, Swissgrid, sourced and 
advised by B Capital. Barbara served 
on its Investment Committee until 
2016.

Similarly, last year B Capital sourced 
for and advised PIP, a UK Pension 
Fund driven Infrastructure Platform, 
on its first equity investment, a large 
portfolio of UK wind assets (Nov. 
2016).

CAMILLE BANN has over 25 years 
of experience as an environmental 
economist specialising in the 
valuation of ecosystem services 
and economic appraisal and the 
mainstreaming of environmental 
and social considerations into 
policies and strategies.  She has 
worked across a range of policy 
areas (including water, agriculture, 
forestry, industry, tourism, transport, 
climate change and protected areas) 
in over 30 countries. Recently she 
led the Viet Nam pilot study under 
the Asian Development Bank’s 
regional technical assistance project 
- Promoting Ecosystem Services and 
Forest Carbon Financing in Asia and 
the Pacific, which developed and 
tested approaches for mainstreaming 
ecosystem services into transport 
planning in Viet Nam.  Camille holds 
a PhD in Economics from University 
College London.

DR. DAVID MCCAULEY is senior 
vice president for policy and 
government affairs at WWF-US, 
responsible for WWF’s work on 
public policy, the finance sector, 
and addressing climate change. 
Immediately prior to joining WWF in 
2013, he was heading climate change 
programs at the Asian Development 
Bank, where he served for 9 years 
as a senior environment and climate 
policy expert. He has also worked for 
Harvard Institute for International 
Development, the Ford Foundation, 
the East-West Center, the US Agency 
for International Development, and 
International Resources Group. 
Having received his PhD in resource 
economics from the University of 
Hawaii, he has worked for more than 
25 years – primarily in the Asia-
Pacific region – developing, testing 
and deploying innovative solutions 
to environment and development 
challenges, including deforestation, 
marine and freshwater resources 
management, and valuation of 
ecosystem services as well as climate 
change mitigation and adaptation.
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MR. ERIC SIDGWICK took up the 
post of the ADB Country Director 
for Viet Nam on 7 September 
2015. In this post, he is responsible 
for prioritizing and ensuring the 
effective implementation of the 
ADB’s assistance program to Viet 
Nam. Mr. Sidgwick will also lead the 
preparation of ADB’s next country 
strategy and program for Viet Nam, 
for the period 2016-2020, in close 
consultation with government 
agencies, development partners, 
business community and civil society 
and nongovernment organizations.

Mr. Sidgwick was the ADB Country 
Director in Cambodia from 
September 2012 to September 
2015; Principal Economist in the 
Regional Cooperation Division of 
the Southeast Asia Department 
from May 2010 to September 2012; 
and Senior Country Economist in 
Cambodia from October 2007 to 
May 2010. 

Before joining ADB, Mr. Sidgwick 
spent over 20 years working as an 
international macro economist at 
the IMF. In his early years, he worked 
mostly on fiscal issues in a number 
of countries in the Middle East and 
francophone Africa. He then worked 
on a variety of macroeconomic 
issues in Asian and Pacific countries, 
including Bangladesh, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Papua New Guinea, and Sri 
Lanka. 

HANS-PETER EGLER is the CEO of 
Global Infrastructure Basel (GIB), a 
leading global non-profit foundation 
dedicated to promoting sustainable 
infrastructure design and financing 
practices and fostering market-based 
sustainable development around the 
world.

Hans-Peter has long standing 
expertise in international 
cooperation, management and 
project innovation. Before joining 
GIB he lead the Trade Promotion 
Division of the Swiss State Secretariat 
for Economic Affairs (SECO). Prior to 
that Hans-Peter was also responsible 
for investment promotion activities 
and infrastructure financing for 
Latin America and Africa. Form 
1992 to 1994 Hans-Peter was 
Deputy Country Director of Swiss 
Development Cooperation in Bolivia. 
He started his professional career in 
1988 as responsible project manager 
for the introduction of the first office 
automation system in the Federal 
Administration. From 1990 to 1992 
he was Deputy Head of Division for 
Latin America in charge of bilateral 
trade and investment issues. 

Hans-Peter studied economic 
sciences, economic history and 
sustainable management practices 
and holds a degree in economic 
sciences. He has over 28 years of 
work experience.

MS. KARMA YANGZOM is the 
Senior Environment Specialist in 
the Transport and Communications 
Division of the South Asia Regional 
Department of ADB. Ms. Yangzom 
has a Master’s Degree in Environment 
Management from the School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies, 
Yale University. She has been working 
on environmental assessment and 
environmental management of 
transport projects for over 13 years. 
Of that about 7 years has been in the 
capacity of an ADB staff. Many of the 
projects that she is currently working 
on involves sensitive ecological issues 
as well as climate change adaptation 
and mitigation. At present, she 
is working on implementation of 
a highway project in Nepal that 
will have underpasses for Tigers 
and Rhinos, a railway project in 
Bangladesh that will have overpasses 
for elephants and a project 
completion assessment in Bhutan 
for a road project that successfully 
constructed elephant underpasses.
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LISA MANDLE is a Senior Scientist 
based at Stanford University 
with the Natural Capital Project, 
a partnership among Stanford, 
University of Minnesota, the World 
Wildlife Fund and The Nature 
Conservancy. Mandle works with 
partners from governments and 
financial institutions to improve 
the sustainability of development 
plans and infrastructure projects 
by accounting for the ways that 
development both impacts and 
depends on natural capital. Her 
recent work has focused on spatial 
development planning in Myanmar 
and impact assessment and offsetting 
in Latin America. She holds a Ph.D. 
in botany, with a specialization in 
ecology, evolution and conservation 
biology, from University of Hawaii 
Manoa and bachelor’s degrees in 
biology and anthropology from Brown 
University.

PROMOD DASS is the Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer of RAM Ratings. 
Promod has acquired 21 years of 
experience in the financial services 
industry, of which more than 16 years 
have been with RAM Ratings. He 
oversees the Financial Institutions 
Ratings, Infrastructure & Utilities 
Ratings, Sovereign Ratings and 
Islamic Finance teams.

Promod led RAM Ratings’ 
involvement in the United Nations-
supported Principles for Responsible 
Investment’s (PRI) Statement on 
Environment, Social and Governance 
in Credit Ratings in May 2016 and 
is a member of PRI’s Advisory 
Committee on Credit Ratings. He 
was also among only 16 participants 
at Global Infrastructure Basel 
Foundation’s High-level Working 
Session on defining sustainability and 
resilience principles for the credit 
rating and insurance of infrastructure 
at the Rockefeller Foundation 
Bellagio Center, Italy in June 2016, 
which culminated in the ‘Bellagio Call 
to Action’. In a WWF initiated Palm 
Oil Masterclass on 16 March 2017 
at Bursa Malaysia (the Malaysian 
Stock Exchange), Promod took on 
a presentation on ESG in Credit 
Ratings and elaborated on various 
perspectives during the follow-on 
panel session.

RODNEY VAN DER REE is 
the Director of Ecology and 
Infrastructure International – a 
research and consultancy company 
focussing on the interactions 
between ecology and built 
infrastructure, such as roads, railways 
and cities. He is also an associate 
of the School of BioSciences at The 
University of Melbourne. He was 
awarded his Doctorate from Deakin 
University in 2000 for his research 
on the impacts of the loss and 
fragmentation of habitat on wildlife. 
He is currently leading a number of 
research projects on the impacts of 
roads and traffic and urbanisation on 
wildlife.

Rodney is recognised internationally 
as an expert on the ecology of linear 
infrastructure and has presented 
the results of his research in plenary 
lectures and invited seminars 
across Australia and in Europe, 
USA, South Africa, and India. 
He consults widely with industry, 
government and NGOs, including 
with all levels of Government in 
Australia, the European Union and 
elsewhere. Rodney co-founded the 
Australasian Network for Ecology 
and Transportation (www.ecoltrans.
net) and has just finished editing 
the award-winning 62-chapter 
“Handbook of Road Ecology”, with 
over 100 authors from 25 countries.
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THOMAS BARANO has been 
working with WWF for 15 years. 
He majored expertise on ecology, 
remote sensing & GIS and spatial 
planning. He now holds a position 
as a conservation science leader at 
WWF Indonesia and as a fellowship 
researcher at a Copernicus Institute, 
Geoscience Faculty, Utrecht 
University, Netherlands. 

TIM WARD works with thought 
leaders, scientists, economists, 
policy makers and environmentalists, 
helping them communicate their 
ideas. For 20 years he has co-owned 
Intermedia Communications, a 
Washington-based company that 
works with global organizations, 
including the forum co-sponsors, 
ADB and WWF. He is the author of 
eight books, including The Master 
Communicator’s Handbook.

WILLIAM LAURANCE is a 
Distinguished Research Professor 
and Australian Laureate at James 
Cook University in Cairns, Australia. 
A tropical environmental scientist, he 
has written eight books and over 600 
scientific and popular articles. He is 
a fellow of the Australian Academy 
of Science and has received many 
professional honors, including the 
Heineken Environment Prize, BBVA 
Frontiers in Conservation Biology 
Award, the Society for Conservation 
Biology’s Distinguished Service 
Award, and the Zoological Society of 
London’s Outstanding Conservation 
Achievement Award. He is 
director of the Centre for Tropical 
Environmental and Sustainability 
Science at James Cook University, 
and founded and directs ALERT—the 
Alliance of Leading Environmental 
Researchers & Thinkers—a science-
advocacy group that reaches up 
to 500,000 readers weekly. He is a 
four-time winner of Australia’s Best 
Science Writing Prize.
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DR. ASHLEY BROOKS has a PhD 
in Conservation, Planning and 
Environmental Management. He 
supports landscape conservation 
for multiple iconic Asian species 
(primarily tigers, along with snow 
leopards, rhino, elephant, and orang-
utan). His focal areas are human 
wildlife conflict; securing corridors 
and connectivity; fostering positive 
linkages between people and wildlife 
through linked green economy 
economies, and supporting smart 
green infrastructure. Previously 
Ashley worked in landscape 
management for tree kangaroos in 
Papua New Guinea, and also eco-
regional planning in Vietnam. 

HUGO RAINEY completed his 
PhD on African wildlife at the 
University of St Andrews in Scotland. 
Following this, he managed Lac 
Télé Community Reserve for WCS 
in the world’s largest swamp forest 
in Republic of Congo where he and 
colleagues found 125,000 gorillas. 
Hugo moved to Cambodia to manage 
the Northern Plains landscape 
for WCS for four years. He spent 
two years with The Biodiversity 
Consultancy providing strategic 
advice to leading global companies. 
Hugo led WCS’s marine program 
in Central Africa before becoming 
WCS director of the COMBO Project 
which works in Africa to mitigate 
industry impacts on biodiversity.

DR. JEREMY CAREW-REID is 
ICEM’s CEO. He has more than 35 
years’ experience from work in 30 
countries, focusing on the Mekong 
region. He is an environmental 
scientist by training and specializes 
in the application of integrating 
tools including SEA, spatial 
planning, climate change impact 
assessment and adaptation and 
stakeholder consultation methods for 
development and natural resource 
management sectors. 

Dr Carew-Reid has been directly 
involved many SEAs conducted in 
the region. The SEA of the Vu Gia-
Thu Bon River Basin Hydropower 
Plan is being used by the OECD 
as a model for good practice and 
innovation in SEA.  The MRC SEA 
into Mekong mainstream hydropower 
development received the 2012 global 
IAIA award for excellence in applying 
the tool in strategic development 
planning. 

Over the past two years Dr Carew-
Reid has led in studies of SEA 
practice in the Mekong region and in 
the development of the ADB EOC 
SEA program.  Currently he is Team 
Leader of the IFC supported SEA of 
the national hydropower program in 
Myanmar.
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JOHN HOWELL, a soil scientist, 
has a professional career of over 
thirty years in Asia, Africa and 
Europe.  After an initial start in 
research work on forest soils, his core 
specialism became slope protection 
using bio-engineering.  This work 
was developed in the Nepal road 
sector, and he then used it as the 
basis of adaptive work in Bhutan, 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, Bangladesh, Vietnam, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Cambodia, Laos 
and Liberia.  John also diversified into 
project design and monitoring in the 
rural roads sector, mostly in Nepal.  
Over the last decade, he has mainly 
been involved in environmental 
appraisal and management in the 
West African mining sector, although 
he has also continued work in 
infrastructure during this time.

KATE NEWMAN is Vice President 
for Public Sector Initiatives 
and specializes in large-scale 
conservation planning and policy 
support in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.  In her two and a half 
decades with WWF, Kate has helped 
WWF country teams and their 
partners in government and civil 
society build a more harmonious 
balance between conservation 
and economic development.  She 
facilitates the application of 
conservation science in development 
planning, building capacity for 
strategic decision-making that 
enhances productive ecosystems 
while improving the well-being 
of local communities.   She is 
currently working with teams in 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Bhutan, Nepal, and Colombia on 
forest and freshwater related green 
economy and infrastructure planning. 
Before WWF, Kate worked in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
for the Peace Corps and US Agency 
for International Development and 
received a BA in Anthropology from 
the University of Virginia and an MSc 
in Environmental Management from 
the University of London. 

MS. KIM THI THUY NGOC is 
working at the Institute of Strategy on 
Natural Resources and Environment 
(ISPONRE), Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment 
(MONRE)

Graduated at Ha Noi National 
University in 1994 with major subject 
on biodiversity. Graduated the 
Master of Science at Asian Institute 
of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, 
Thailand. She attained her Ph.D at 
Ha Noi National University

Dr. Ngoc worked at Institute of 
Strategy on Natural Resources and 
Environment (ISPONRE) since 
2008. Participated in number of 
international and national projects on 
natural resources and environment 
(i.e Project for Ecosystem Services; 
Core Environment Program; 
Poverty and Environment Project; 
Weath Accouting and Valuation 
of Ecosystem Services, Valuing the 
Forests – an application of natural 
capital accounting (NCA) in Viet 
Nam and Lao, Conservation of 
Critical Wetland Protected areas 
and linked landscapes and linkage 
landscape; Investing in natural capital 
andsustainable transport in the 
Mekong Sub Region – a case study in 
Viet Nam, etc.)
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LOTHAR LINDE is a Spatial 
Planning Specialist with 15 years of 
research and work experience. He 
holds a MSc degree in Geography 
and Landscape Ecology from the 
University of Leipzig, Germany, and 
has worked for the Helmholtz Centre 
for Environmental Research (UFZ) 
and the United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP) between 2002 
and 2006. Since 2006 Lothar has 
worked as an independent expert 
on over 18 long and short-term 
projects, 15 of which with the ADB. 
Lothar has been involved in over 10 
Strategic Environmental Assessments 
in the Greater Mekong Subregion, 
supported the environmental 
analysis for the GMS Regional 
Investment Framework, and lead the 
development and piloting of several 
innovative decision support tools on 
land use change projection, pollution 
estimation, and spatial multi-
criteria evaluation for sustainable 
investments.

MARÍA ALEJANDRA is the Sectoral 
Climate Change Mitigation Officer 
at WWF Colombia. She holds a 
degree in Chemical, Environmental 
Engineering, and graduated MSc.
in project management for energy 
and environmental engineering. 
Experience as a consultant in 
matters related to environmental 
management, renewable energies and 
climate change. Currently, she is part 
of the policy team at WWF Colombia 
and focuses in the areas of energy, 
climate change and infrastructure. 

MATT FRANCEY is the CEO of 
Alluvium. He joined in October 2009 
with a background in mathematics, 
water quality and pollutants, urban 
water management, NRM and 
river restoration. During his time at 
Alluvium he has managed a variety of 
national projects including the Flow 
Requirements for Key Ecosystem 
Functions for the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority and the preparation 
of a Synthesis Report on the 
Framework for Australian River and 
Wetland Health for the National 
Water Commission.  At a policy 
level he has worked with the State 
Government of Sabah in Malaysia to 
prepare a State Environment Policy. 

Matt’s PhD involved setting up 
the largest, most detailed urban 
stormwater monitoring network in 
Australia with sites across Melbourne 
monitored for various parameters 
(nutrients, solids, metals) and highly 
detailed hydrological data. It used 
this data and data sets from Europe 
and New Zealand to compare the 
uncertainty of monitoring programs 
to those in various water quality 
models used by industry.

Matt has published papers and 
presented at conferences both 
across Australia and internationally, 
and in 2005 was recognised for 
his leadership by representing 
Melbourne Water on a study tour 
of integrated water management to 
North America.
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MISSAKA HETTIARACHCHI is 
a civil and environmental engineer 
by training and holds a PhD in 
environmental planning and policy 
from the University of Queensland, 
Australia. Currently, Missaka is a 
World Wildlife Fund Fellow based 
in Sri Lanka who supports the 
WWF Environment and Disaster 
Management program. He is also an 
adjunct faculty at the School of Earth 
and Environmental Sciences, the 
University of Queensland.  Missaka 
was a project manager for the WWF 
and American Red Cross partnership 
in Sri Lanka (2008-2010) and served 
as environmental adviser for the UN 
Emergency Shelter Cluster following 
the Haiti Earthquake (2010) and 
Typhoon Haiyan Philippines (2013). 
Following the 2015 Nepal earthquake, 
Missaka conducted number of 
capacity building programs for 
government and non-governmental 
organizations on environmentally 
responsible recovery . Missaka is also 
actively engaged in teaching and 
research on environmental planning 
and policy in Sri Lanka and Australia.

RODRIGO BOTERO has focused his 
career in planning and environmental 
zoning; this process has meeting 
actors from different sectors,social 
organizations and indigenous 
peoples. Initially, his work was in  
National Parks of Colombia and now 
as  director of the  Conservation and 
Sustainable Development Foundation 
. Currently, Rodrigo leads, a process 
of inter-agencies dialogue in the 
North of the Colombian Amazon 
in order to promote strategies 
for mitigation of impacts of the 
“Marginal de la Selva”, a national road 
project, supporting the construction 
of guidelines for green infrastructure, 
improving regional land use 
planning and  and joint construction 
of alternatives for sustainable 
development with local communities 
and extractive industries wich 
includes to expand a National Park as 
off set mechanism.

SONIA SANDHU, an environment 
engineer and climate resilience 
specialist, is Senior Advisor to 
ADB’s Vice President for Knowledge 
Management and Sustainable 
Development. She brings around 23 
years of versatile, multi-sector and 
cross-regional infrastructure planning 
and management experience from 
the ADB, World Bank (South Asia, 
Africa) and the private sector. 
She contributes to the alignment 
of ADBs knowledge solutions for 
advancing innovation in future sector 
operations through strategic, policy, 
and technical support, including 
quality assurance. Additional key 
contributions at ADB include team 
leadership of innovative sustainable 
infrastructure investments on green 
growth, livability, climate resilience 
and environment improvement in 
Southeast Asia. Through her career, 
she has provided technical expertise 
for sustainability solutions through 
policy, strategy and institutional 
analysis in the design of multi-sector 
investments in challenging and 
complex governance systems.  These 
covered investment operations in 
urban development, water, transport 
and energy sectors, integrated 
planning for urban environmental 
infrastructure, flood risk 
management, coastal and watershed 
protection, rural and urban roads and 
highways. 
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DR. THINH VAN NGOC, Country 
Director, WWF-Vietnam As the 
leader of WWF-Vietnam, Thinh 
represents the organisation in 
many international forums and 
is responsible for shaping the 
country strategy which drives the 
organisation’s critical mission to 
save life on earth forward. He plays 
a significant role in the evolution 
of the WWF network and in the 
delivery of cross-border conservation 
programmes that are locally relevant 
and ensure lasting conservation 
impacts within the country. He has 
been granted memberships in IUCN’s 
Wild Cattle and Primate specialist 
groups, a member of Saola Working 
Groups and has many scientific 
papers in national and international 
journals published. Thinh obtained a 
Master’s degree (M.Sc) in Forestry in 
2004 and his PhD degree in Biology in 
2009, both at Göttingen University, 
Germany. He completed the WWF 
Network’s two-year Business and 
Leadership Programme in 2015.

DR. VINOD B. MATHUR joined 
the Indian Forest Service in 1983. 
He obtained his doctorate degree in 
wildlife ecology from University of 
Oxford, United Kingdom in 1991. 

He is presently the Director of 
Wildlife Institute of India and has 
been contributing to its programmes 
in the field of biodiversity 
conservation in last three decades.

He has been actively contributing 
on research-policy interface issues 
and is the Regional Vice-Chair of 
United Nations-Intergovernmental 
Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (UN-IPBES) 
Multidisciplinary Expert Panel (MEP). 
He is also currently the Chair of 
the UN-CBD Advisory Group for 
developing synergies between eight 
biodiversity-related conventions. He 
is the Regional Vice-Chair of IUCN 
World Commission on Protected 
Areas for South Asian Region.

ANOUJ MEHTA has been a 
development banker since 2005 and 
was previously, a London investment 
banker at JP Morgan Chase, a 
Geneva based private equity advisor, 
a Singapore based infrastructure 
and strategy consultant, and a UK 
chartered accountant at PWC. While 
currently with the ADB in Manila, he 
has also been at the World Bank and 
on secondment into the Government 
of India’s Ministry of Finance.

Anouj has primarily focused on 
innovative project and corporate 
finance, capital markets, and 
infrastructure financing in the 
above roles, focusing on Public 
Private Partnerships (PPPs) where 
he led development of ADB’s first 
integrated PPP initiative in India 
(2007-2012) as well as the World 
Bank’s PPP support to India (2013-
2015). He has worked on a number 
of innovative projects across sectors 
including developing one of the 
first sub-sovereign approaches for 
financing urban metro rail projects in 
Bangalore, India.

At present, Anouj focuses on 
ensuring financial sustainability 
across ADB projects, working 
both with project teams, as well as 
upstream to develop new initiatives 
including a new PPP approach for 
elderly healthcare in PRC, a regional 
cooperation project, blended finance 
for urban development in Central 
Asia, and a Green Finance pilot 
project for PRC.  
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BRUCE DUNN is an ecologist and 
environmental scientist whose 
mission is to help developing 
countries in Asia and the Pacific 
address environmental sustainability 
and climate challenges. He has over 
20 years of professional experience 
in environment and development, 
focusing on environmental impact 
assessment, strategic environmental 
assessment, protected areas 
management, forest restoration and 
biodiversity conservation, ecosystem 
services, and climate change.

Currently, Bruce serves as a 
Principal Environment Specialist 
with the Asian Development Bank 
in Manila, where he leads work on 
environmental safeguards, natural 
capital and financing of green 
investments.

NIRMAL BHAGABATI is a Senior 
Scientist on the Forest Team and The 
Natural Capital Project (NatCap) 
at WWF. At WWF he leads natural 
capital assessments in multiple 
countries and regions, apply spatial 
modeling tools and other approaches 
to conduct these assessments, 
and conducts training workshops 
to build capacity in the use of 
modeling tools and their application 
to informing decisions. He provides 
strategic guidance to partners, 
and works with these partners to 
mainstream ecosystem services and 
natural capital assessments into 
decision-making contexts. Much of 
his current work is focused on the 
Greater Mekong region (specifically, 
Myanmar and Cambodia). He also 
has spent time working in the Eastern 
Himalayas, Indonesia, and Latin 
America.

Additionally, Nirmal has worked 
on biofuels, REDD, conservation 
planning, population ecology and 
bioinformatics at a number of 
organizations including Conservation 
International, the National 
Wildlife Federation, IUCN and the 
Smithsonian Institution.
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VENUE
The forum will be held at Melia Hotel located at 
44B Ly Thoung Kiet Street Hanoi, Vietnam. 

VISAS
All foreigners, except citizens from Japan, Korea, 
China, Chile and South Africa (with official passport) 
and countries belongs to ASEAN group (both with 
original and official passports), need a visa to enter 
Vietnam. 

Citizens from Japan, Korea, China, Chile and South 
Africa will get visa exemption with the stay duration 
of no more than 90 days (and no more than 30 days 
for citizens from countries of ASEAN and no more 
than 21 days for Philippines) if they meet all the 
below conditions:

• Original/Official passport (which requires at 
least 3-month validity prior the date of entry to  
Vietnam)

• a return air ticket or ticket of other means of 
transportation to Vietnam or to other countries

• not in the group which is forbidden to enter 
Vietnam

One can get a visa at the Vietnam Embassy or 
Consulate or at the airport upon arrival. You will 
require 2 passport-sized photographs in addition 
to your passport for visa to Vietnam. The process 
is normally 10 working days. 

AIRPORT TRANSFER
Noi Bai International Airport is 30 kilometers away 
from the Melia Hotel, or roughly 45 mins to an hour 
travel by taxi. 

Various transportation services, including car rentals, 
public taxis, minibus and public buses, are available 
at the  Hanoi Noi Bai Airport arrivals level. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
If you prefer to book at Melia Hotel, kindly 
inform us dates of check in and Check out dates 
and our organizers can arrange for your hotel 
accommodation.

For sponsored participants, kindly coordinate with us 
on the details of your hotel accommodation.

LANGUAGE OF THE MEETING
The forum will be conducted in English. 

HOSPITALITY ARRANGEMENTS
Daily lunch and light snacks will be provided by 
during the Forum. 

All participants are invited to the Cocktail and Hors 
d’oeuvres Reception 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm on 17 May 
2017 Wednesday. Venue will be announced during 
the event.

If you have any dietary restrictions kindly inform us.

CONTACT PERSONS
Should you have additional questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.

Ms Charina Cabrido: ccabrido.consultant@adb.org
Ms Mya Nwe mya.nwe@wwfus.org

GETTING
THERE
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ASIAN  DEVELOPMENT BANK
Over 50 years, the Asian Development Bank has mobilized more than $250 billion in infrastructure, 
research, and knowledge sharing to expand opportunities and build prosperity across Asia and 
the Pacific, contributing significantly to the region’s historic global rise. Yet, despite tremendous 
achievements, many challenges remain, including widespread poverty, urbanization, an aging 
population, and climate change.

WWF INTERNATIONAL
For more than half a century, WWF has been working to protect the world’s species and natural 
places, pushing for a more sustainable world. By working with local communities, governments, 
businesses, and other NGOs   we are defining new ways of working that will make a difference at a 
scale that matters to help redefine humanity’s relationship with the planet. We have a presence in 
over 100 countries across the world, and our efforts have evolved from localised efforts in favour of 
a single species and individual habitats to an ambitious strategy to preserve biodiversity and achieve 
sustainable development across the planet.

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
MONRE is responsible for developing and implementing programs of education on legislations 
on land, to raise awareness of policies and legislations on land among agencies, organizations, 
households, individuals and communities, with special attention paid to ethnic minorities.

VIET NAM INSTITUTE OF STRATEGY AND POLICY 
ON NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT
The Viet Nam Natural Capital Platform is a national network of policy-makers, scientists, relevant 
development partners, NGOs/Civil Society and private sectors convened by the Institute of Strategy 
and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment (ISPONRE) to exchange knowledge and raise 
awareness for the importance of natural capital for green growth among relevant stakeholders, and to 
contribute to increased investments in natural capital and advance sustainable development in Viet 
Nam. 

CORE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM - GREATER MEKONG SUBREGION
CEP supports the GMS in delivering environmentally friendly economic growth. Anchored on the 
ADB-supported GMS Economic Cooperation Program, CEP promotes regional cooperation to 
improve development planning, safeguards, biodiversity conservation, and resilience to climate 
change–all of which are underpinned by building capacity. CEP is overseen by the environment 
ministries of the six GMS countries and implemented by the ADB-administered Environment 
Operations Center. Cofinancing is provided by ADB, the Global Environment Facility, the Government 
of Sweden, and the Nordic Development Fund.
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