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International Forum on Sustainable 

Infrastructure:  
Integrating Climate Resilience and Natural Capital into  

Transport Infrastructure Planning and Design 
 

Hanoi, Viet Nam / 17–18 May 2017 
 

A forum for decision makers and experts to deliberate and draft guiding principles for planning, 
designing and financing climate-resilient and ecologically sound transport infrastructure. 

 
Hosted by: 

Viet Nam Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE)  
Viet Nam Institute of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment (ISPONRE)  

Greater Mekong Subregion - Core Environment Program (GMS - CEP) 
 Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF)  
 

 

The Challenge  
Can we meet our global aspiration to more than double infrastructure investment – without 
damaging the ecological foundation of our economies? Can we ensure that the quality and 
viability of this infrastructure is secure over the long term – not undermined by the costly natural 
hazards occurring more frequently due to climate change? 
 
The pace of global infrastructure investment is accelerating dramatically. For transport 
infrastructure alone, 25 million lane-kilometers of roads will be added by 2050 – with 90% in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. Connective or ‘linear’ infrastructure that moves people, water 
and power is essential to empower communities and provide an efficient functioning economy. 
Achieving connectivity allows nations to thrive, but the challenge now is to ensure that the 
needed investments are socially, economically and environmentally sustainable.   
 
Most nations have agreed on targets for sustainability through their commitments to the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Paris Agreement on Climate Change, Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. These 
include the need for resilient, ‘low carbon’ and ecologically sensitive infrastructure that will not 
erode the welfare of current and future generations, or the productivity and stability of the 
planet’s natural systems.  
 
Taken together, these agreements are beginning to drive markets and investors to find practical 
approaches for sustainable infrastructure. Implementation, however, remains a challenge and 
fresh attention is needed to enhance upstream planning while providing innovations in project 
preparation and design. Capacity to implement existing safeguard policies is also critical; along 
with the sharpening of policy instruments and incentives to help mobilize capital and drive 
investments.  
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Linear infrastructure plans and sustainability cannot be at cross purposes, as environmental 
degradation and climate impacts will lead to costly bottlenecks, delays and project cancellations 
– increasing risk and decreasing ‘bankability’.  The global funding gap for infrastructure 
development is not solely due to a lack of available public and private capital, but is influenced 
by concerns that new projects may not be delivered on time or returns on investment will not be 
paid.  Strengthening sustainability provides the confidence needed to bridge this ‘bankability 
gap’ for infrastructure projects.i 
 
It is possible to reconcile the demands of both physical connectivity and environmental 
sustainability. We can connect and protect by using ‘smart’ and sustainable infrastructure 
approaches that integrate climate change and ecological considerations into the upstream 
planning, design and construction of linear infrastructure projects. Through these and other 
approaches, nations can craft comprehensive strategies for delivering their commitments.  	

 
Hanoi Forum 
This interactive event will deepen discussions initiated by the Global Infrastructure Forum 
launched in response to the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing the SDGs in 2015. The 
Hanoi Forum will bring together decision-makers, experts and change-makers engaged in 
transport infrastructure planning, design and financing. Together, we will discuss and debate 
what it will take to meet the increasing global demand for high quality, reliable, sustainable, and 
resilient infrastructure. The ultimate objective of the Forum and the process that will follow is to 
help launch a new era for infrastructure that enables countries to both connect and protect – to 
enhance human well-being while maintaining critical natural assets for generations to come. 
 
Aim  
The Forum will provide a platform to:   

§ Discuss best practices and innovations.  
§ Develop recommendations for guiding principles.  
§ Kick-off a collaborative process to build on these recommendations and develop a 

practical guidance paper and case study materials supporting climate change 
resilient and ecologically sustainable infrastructure development across Asia.  

 
Who is invited?  
Approximately 100 decision makers, experts, leaders and change-makers, including: 

§ High-level decision makers in the transport sector such as planners, engineers, and 
environment and climate specialists. Professionals in similar linear infrastructure sectors 
such as energy transmission and water would also benefit.  

§ Development finance professionals in public and private sector infrastructure investment 
institutions, i.e. multilateral development banks, bilateral aid agencies, government and 
commercial banks, infrastructure finance investment firms, etc. 

§ Decision-makers in national legal and regulatory agencies. 
§ Non-government organizations active in providing solutions for sustainable 

infrastructure. 
§ Academia and consultants wishing to share experiences or learn more about landscape 

design, road ecology, natural infrastructure, resilience, and biodiversity conservation. 
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Benefits  
Participants will:  

§ Learn about good practices cases and innovations from Asia and around the world. 
§ Use real-world examples to generate and discuss ideas for optimal paths forward. 
§ Experience cross-sectoral discussions with leaders in other professions.  
§ Utilize this opportunity to disseminate the results of their innovations and successes.  

 
Thematic focus 
The forum will focus on five themes. These will support the preparation of “guiding principles” for 
integrating climate resilience and natural capital into transport planning, design and finance.  
 

1. Designing ecologically sensitive transport infrastructure: Capitalizing on 
opportunities and addressing constraints generated by biodiversity and ecosystem 
services. 

2. Building Resilient Infrastructure Working with Nature and Bioengineering: 
Assessing risks and benefits, resilient and low-carbon approaches, and the use of 
natural infrastructure. 

3. Facilitating finance for sustainable infrastructure: De-risking and promoting climate-
friendly, environmentally sustainable and ‘bankable’ projects to attract institutional 
investors.  

4. Improving options with better planning: Integrating natural capital and climate into 
spatial and strategic planning to increase opportunities for multiple benefits.  

5. Strengthening the enabling environment: Policies, laws and regulations to reduce 
environmental risks and increase incentives for sustainable infrastructure investing.   

 
Outcome 
The final session will offer a facilitated debate on the key messages emerging from the Forum 
and suggestions for how to move forward. Groups will discuss and craft draft guiding principles.  
A core working group will compile the recommendations into a single document after the Forum 
and circulate it to all participants for further development.   
 
The resulting feedback will be incorporated into a paper and case study series on “Principles 
for Planning, Designing and Investing in Climate Resilient and Ecologically Sustainable 
Transport Infrastructure.” (Working title).  
	
																																								 																					
i	Mott MacDonald (June, 2016) How to de-risk infrastructure finance. The money to meet development needs is 
there, but funders are looking for low-risk investments. https://www.mottmac.com/article/1002/project-finance-ppp  	


