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•  To set the context for the Greater Mekong 
Subregion (GMS) countries to adopt a 
green growth pathway. 


•  To discuss the implementation challenges 

and strategies for mainstreaming green 
growth in the GMS.	

Objectives of the Session	



•  A brief introduction to the challenges that 
face us in the GMS.

•  The Panel Discussion.
•  Moderated questions, summing up, and a 

hopeful look at where we are heading.

Structure of the Session	



•  The global economy’s relationship with 
the environment is in the throes of a 
fundamental realignment.

•  “Grow now, clean up later” no longer 
holds.

•  Economic growth does not necessarily 
have to take place at the expense of the 
environment.	

What are the Challenges?	



•  Encouraging signs that these “new economy 
imperatives” are beginning to take root in the 
GMS.

•  However, substantial challenges remain, including:
- key natural capital stocks are still in a state of decline, 
 thus threatening the basis for economic activity;
- unsustainable infrastructure is being “locked in”;
- lack of awareness within the private sector;
- institutional and regulatory reform challenges.	

What are the Challenges?	



•  Mr Tin Ponlok 
- Secretary General of the National Council for 
   Sustainable Development of Cambodia


•  Mr Nay Htun

- Founder of Green Growth Green Economy 
    Association of Myanmar

The Discussants	



•  Ms Hannah Tomkinson Fairbank
- Asia Regional Coordinator and Senior Biodiversity 
 Specialist, The Global Environment Facility, 
   Programs Unit.

•  Mr Jiangfeng Zhang
- Director of the Environment, Natural Resources, 
  and Agriculture Division, Southeast Asia 
     Department and concurrently co-chair 

of the    Environment Thematic Group of ADB	

The Discussants	



•  Two rounds of questions for the panelists

•  Questions from the floor after each round	

Directions for the Panel Discussion	



•  The economies of the GMS countries are at a 
turning point. 

•  Growth up to this point has largely been 
unsustainable, but the opportunities for eco-
innovation in energy, infrastructure, efficient use 
of natural capital, and climate/disaster risk 
reduction are vast. 

•  The green growth transition will be large, 
system-wide and structural. In other words … a 
new industrial revolution.

Summing Up: What Needs to be Done to 
Capitalize on the Green Economy Transition?	



•  Public expenditure
•  Fiscal policy (facilitating private finance)
•  Trade policy
•  Education
•  Monitoring systems
•  Social protection measures	

Summing Up: What Needs to be Done to 
Capitalize on the Green Economy Transition?	



  Thank you for attending and participating!!
 	


