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1. The Third Greater Mekong Subregion Environment Ministers Meeting (EMM-3) was
held in the Presidential Peace Building in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 28 July, 2011.
Based on the theme of “Sustaining Natural Resources for Green and Inclusive
Growth”, the meeting aimed to reaffirm mutual recognition of common environmental
concerns important to the GMS and to generate recognition, commitment and support by
GMS countries to tackle these concerns through regional cooperation in particular through
the GMS Economic Cooperation Program.

2. The EMM-3 took stock of achievements of the GMS Core Environment Program and
Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative (CEP-BCI) since its inception April 2006, and
discussed future regional collaboration under the follow on phase of CEP-BCI during 2012
– 2016. At the end of the meeting, the six GMS countries endorsed the CEP-BCI (2012-
2016) Program Framework Document (PFD) in principle and directed the Working Group
on Environment (WGE) to finalize the document based on discussions at the Senior
(Environment) Officials Meeting. The environment ministers and/or their representatives
requested the upcoming GMS Summit leaders to consider endorsing the CEP-BCI 2012-
2016 PFD.

3. Two additional meetings, the Senior Environment Officials Meeting  (SOM) and the
GMS Environment Forum were held on 27 July 2011.

4. At the SOM, the GMS Working Group on Environment and senior environment
officials finalized preparations for the Environment Ministers Meeting. Meeting items
included review and agreement on the final revisions to the CEP-BCI 2012-2016 PFD and
finalization of the 3rd EMM Joint Ministers Statement.

5. The Environment Forum centered on a panel discussion featuring a keynote
speaker and six panelists representing academia, the private and public sectors,
multilateral and non-government organizations. Panelists highlighted key concepts and
best practices of how green growth and a green economy can be operationalized in
different economic sectors. Participants discussed how to apply these approaches in the
GMS.

6. Highlights of the three meetings are summarized below. The program agenda, key
documents, opening remarks and presentations are available at the following hyperlink
http://gis.gms-eoc/emm/docs.



GREATER MEKONG SUBREGION ECONOMIC COOPERATION PROGRAM

ENVIRONMENT SENIOR OFFICIALS’ MEETING (SOM)

27 July 2011

Sofitel Pokheethra Hotel

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Summary of the SOM:

7. At the Senior Officials Meeting, three items were on the agenda for discussion
and finalization: i.) Agenda of the following day’s Environment Ministers’ Meeting, ii.) the
CEP-BCI Program Framework Document (2012 – 2016) and iii.) The GMS countries’
Joint Statement at the 3rd Environment Ministers Meeting.  These items were finalized in
preparation of the 3rd Environment Ministers Meeting, to be held the following day.

Highlights of Discussions

I. Opening Session
8. The meeting was opened by H.E. Secretary of State, Dr. Yin Kim Sean, of the
Ministry of Environment from Cambodia. In his opening remarks, H.E. Dr. Yin Kim Sean
emphasized the importance of the GMS Core Environment Program and Biodiversity
Conservation Corridors Initiative (CEP-BCI) in the larger GMS Economic Cooperation
Program. In his welcoming remarks, Mr. Javed H. Mir, Director, Environment, Natural
Resources and Agriculture Division, Southeast Asia Department, Asian Development
Bank, highlighted the importance of the meeting, and the challenge of seeing
environment as a strategic development priority. He emphasized that the endorsement
of the Program Framework Document (2011 – 2016) would be a significant milestone on
the road to sustainable prosperity in the GMS.

II. Review and Confirmation of the 3rd GMS EMM Agenda

9. Each country reviewed the agenda, and clarifications were made on a few
logistical issues and procedures. The host country clarified these and the 3rd GMS EMM
agenda was subsequently confirmed by the SOM.

III. Comments on the Program Framework Document (PFD)

10. ADB Project Officer for CEP-BCI, Mr. Sanath Ranawana identified the key
milestones of the process leading to the development of the CEP-BCI 2012-2016
Program Framework Document version under consideration.
11. Each country reviewed and considered all key issues, comments and inputs on
the PFD.  Following this, and on the principle that the document represented a reflection
of individual national priorities, the GMS countries agreed to support the PFD in its
current version.

12. Mr. Ranawana summarized the next steps as follows: the SOM endorsed version
will be circulated to WGE by 5 August 2011. The final CEP-BCI 2012-2016 PFD will
simultaneously be circulated by the GMS Secretariat for clearance before submission for



consideration of the GMS Summit of Leaders by mid-august. The PFD should receive
clearance from GMS governments by end September 2011 in order to be presented to
GMS Senior Officials Task Force meeting 4 October 2011 as a concrete output of the 4th

GMS Summit of Leaders.

13. The representative of the Government of Finland, Ms. Kati Veijonen, advised that
as potential development partners, there might be comments and requests for additional
information from the Government of Finland.  Mr. Mir clarified that the document will be
going through three parallel development processes (production of the GMS CEP-BCI
2012-2016 PFD, production of the same PFD with additional appendices for
development partners, and production of a related TA paper for ADB processing) to
meet all implementing and supporting institutional approval requirements without losing
momentum.

14. The representative from the Government of Thailand advised that, although
Thailand supports the CEP-BCI Program Framework Document (2012 – 2016) in
principle, due to internal approval procedures it would not be possible for them to agree
to endorse the PFD at this time. The endorsement process, will, however, be completed
in due course.

15. The SOM participants endorsed the document for further processing according to
the next steps outlined by Mr. Ranawana.

IV. Joint Ministerial Statement

16. The 3rd Environment Ministers Meeting draft Joint Ministerial Statement was
reviewed, and some paragraphs were revised. Changes were discussed and agreed by
all six countries. The final Joint Ministerial Statement was submitted by the SOM for
announcement at the EMM-3.

V. Closing

17. Mr. Mir provided a brief summary of decisions made during the meeting, taking
participants through the agenda items and summarizing the conclusions: i.) The EMM
agenda was discussed and endorsed, ii.) The PFD was discussed and endorsed, and a
process for next steps and milestones was agreed upon, and iii.) The Joint Ministerial
Statement was discussed, revised and supported by all six GMS countries.

18. HE Dr. Yin Kim Sean thanked all participants for their active participation and
valuable contributions and closed the meeting.



GREATER MEKONG SUBREGION ECONOMIC COOPERATION PROGRAM

ENVIRONMENT FORUM

Sofitel Pokheetra Hotel

Phnom Penh, Cambodia

27 July 2011

Theme: Sustaining Natural Resources for a Green Economy and Inclusive Growth

Summary of the Environment Forum:

19. The objective of the forum was to discuss concepts and practice of a green
economy and inclusive growth – what it means, why it is needed, how it can be
achieved, and how it is being or can be applied in the GMS. The Forum aimed to set the
tone for a discussion and agreement to follow up on these issues at the EMM-3.

20. The forum consisted of a keynote address and presentations from five panelists
who shared different perspectives of and experiences with Green Economy and
Inclusive Growth. Panelists included representatives from international organizations,
academia, and both public and private sectors. Questions and comments raised during
the forum included how to apply the concept of Green Growth to the specific GMS
context, framework and challenges. The forum moderator, Ms. Amy Leung, Director,
Urban and Social Sectors Division, Southeast Asia Department of ADB facilitated a lively
discussion and summarized its content for future consideration.

Highlights of Discussions:

21. H.E. Dr. Yin Kim Sean, Secretary of State, Cambodia, opened the forum by
stating that green economy is contextual for new Cambodia’s development road map
which emphasizes growth, investment, efficiency and investment.

22. Mr. Putu Kamayana, ADB Country Director, Cambodia welcomed all participants
by emphasizing the need for strategic alignment to integrate green economy in sector
development. Mr. Sheng Fulai, Chief of Research and Partnerships, UNEP gave a
keynote presentation entitled “Towards a Green Economy” which set out a framework
for the Green Economy concept and set the scene for the afternoon’s discussions.

23. The presentation defined “green economy” as a low carbon, resource efficient
and inclusive economic model that is an alternative to the traditional market based
economic model. The traditional model has resulted in a number of challenges due to a
misappropriate allocation of resources – climate change and rapidly increasing
greenhouse gases, loss of biodiversity, increasing waste and pollution, depending food
and energy insecurity, and poverty. Mr. Sheng presented the Green Economy approach
as a way of addressing some of these challenges, and achieving a balance between
human well being and reducing pressures on the environment. Some of the main
benefits of investing in ‘greening’ key sectors were described – higher GDP growth over
time, increased jobs, reduced environmental impact and poverty. Mr. Sheng further
described the key steps for moving towards a green economy – mobilizing investment in



renewable energy and natural resource efficiency areas while also creating opportunities
for innovation through creation of standards and incentive mechanisms.

24. Discussions following the keynote address focused on how progress towards a
green economy can be measured and tracked, and how the concept of green economy
can be translated into practical implementation. Mr. Sheng described three levels of
indicators within the model proposed by UNEP – output based indicators (e.g. number of
green jobs created), situational indicators (e.g. share of green sectors in the economy)
and indicators measuring activities (e.g. resource and energy efficiency). With respect to
implementation, progress towards green economy will require short-term trade-offs to be
analyzed, and policy actions will need to be taken to address these.

25. The keynote address was followed by five panelist presentations covering priority
sectors for the GMS countries - sustainable agriculture, renewable energy technologies,
sustainable and energy efficient transport technologies, ecosystem services and green
jobs.

26. Professor Zhang Naiming, Yunnan Agricultural University, illustrated how
sustainable agriculture can be implemented by presenting ongoing work in Yunnan, PR
China, on developing “Ecological Agriculture to Protect the Rural Environment”.
Case studies of how ecological considerations can be integrated into agricultural
systems were presented – for example, solar / biogas energy can be used to run
greenhouse systems for growing vegetables and biogas slurry can be used as a natural
fertilizer thereby creating a ‘healthy’ circulatory system within an agricultural ecosystem.

27. Mr. Nguyen Xuan Thang, GE Energy, Viet Nam spoke on the topic of
“Sustainable Energy: Renewable Energy Technologies” and described the potential
for three renewable energy technologies in the GMS – biomass, wind and solar energy.
According to Mr. Thang, there is much potential in the GMS for these forms of energy
and emerging technologies are increasing the competitiveness of alternative energy as
compared to conventional forms of energy. He also spoke of the need for long-term
policies that match the time scale and lifecycle of investments for renewable energy.

28. A presentation was given by Professor Atsushi Fukuda, Nihon University, Japan
on “Sustainable and Energy Efficient Transport Technologies” which began by
highlighting that most environmental burdens from the transport sector are driven by a
set of common factors: traffic volume, vehicle speed, fuel type and vehicle use. Some
potential elements of a sustainable transport system include promotion of alternative
fuels, upgrading vehicle engines, increasing the efficiency of the way vehicles are used
through traffic control and traffic demand management, and vehicle maintenance. An
important aspect for the future is for a national government to develop and implement a
shared common vision for their sustainable transport system, and to integrate this with
land use and urban planning priorities for the country.

29. Mr. Masakazu Ichimura, UNESCAP, presented on the topic “Green Growth and
Investment in Natural Capital”. Mr. Ichimura described resource efficiency as a key
constraint for current progress, and reinforced green economy / green growth as a way
of solving today’s challenges. Investing natural capital was presented as one way of
solving these challenges, and a four step approach was put forward through the
presentation of a UNESCAP pilot study: 1) identify demand for services provided from
natural capital (e.g. forests providing water regulation services and attributing to river



flow levels); 2) Use ecosystem service concepts to identify potential investors and
partners (e.g. hydropower industry, eco-tourism operators as beneficiaries of forest
ecosystems); 3) develop specific policy support and enabling policy environment for
natural capital investments; 4) Link ecosystem services approaches to spatial land use
planning objectives (e.g. focus on protecting areas with highest ecosystem service
values).

30. Deputy Bangkok Governor Mr. Porntep Techapaibul, presented on “Green
Cities”. He described challenges, ongoing activities and opportunities for the
development of Bangkok into a green city. A green city must be one that is not only a
sustainable metropolis, but also one that is a livable place, or a place where people want
to live. Mr. Porntep described focus areas for Bangkok: Energy Efficiency, Air Quality,
Waste, Wastewater, Transport, Urban Planning and Green areas.

31. Mr. Vincent Jugault, ILO, described key features of “Green jobs” in general and
described some ongoing work on green jobs by ILO and other partners in Asia. The two
issues that a green jobs initiative must address are climate change and other
environmental concerns and creating more, decent jobs for workers to eradicate poverty.
Mr. Jugault’s presentation described the importance of the second issue in the future of
green jobs – he stressed that jobs in the environmental sector that are implemented
without consideration of issues like labour rights, inequality and safe working conditions
could not be considered green jobs at all. ILO’s experiences in Asia include developing
opportunities for green entrepreneurship, promoting access to green skills, formalizing
informal workers. He concluded by highlighting the importance of political support for the
development of green jobs in a country.

32. Discussions following the presentations from panellists focussed on
implementation of ideas around green growth in the GMS. Lessons to be learned from
within the region were highlighted by the example of feed-in tariffs in Thailand, and their
applicability to other GMS countries. The role of the private sector is very important, for
example within the transport sector where private sector investments can complement
and enhance public transport planning. Involving a wide range of stakeholders in the
development of green economy initiatives is crucial to their success – for example, green
cities cannot be developed without the involvement of city dwellers whose behaviour
contributes to the success and efficacy of initiatives lead by city administration. The
importance of financing was highlighted, particularly to convince public and private
sector investments to adopt green options.

33. Moderator Ms. Leung summarized discussions, reiterating the common threads
that occurred in several of the presentations including: i.) the importance of political buy-
in to make green growth a priority; and ii.) the need for integrated approaches that create
green jobs and sufficiently consider social conditions.  Ms. Leung closed the forum and
thanked the keynote speaker the panellists, and the audience, noting the excellent
questions and comments from all participants.



GREATER MEKONG SUBREGION ECONOMIC COOPERATION PROGRAM

3RD ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS’ MEETING (EMM)

28 July 2011

Presidential Peace Building

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Highlights of Discussions

I. Inaugural and Opening Sessions

34. The inaugural sessions set the tone for the day’s discussions. Samdech Akka
Moha Sean Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia
inaugurated the EMM with his vision of Cambodia’s future and role within GMS
environmental collaboration. Samdech Prime Minister Hun Sen’s emphasis on the
seriousness of the issues of energy and water security, his encouragement to the
countries to pursue green economic development and his emphasis on the need for
GMS country cooperation and the added prosperity that can be brought on by regional
cooperation provided important and inspiring support for the day’s discussions.

35. H.E. Senior Minister, Minister of the Environment Dr. Mok Mareth opened the
meeting and heartily welcomed ministers, heads of delegations and all participants to
Phnom Penh. In his remarks he reminded the meeting of the shared responsibility of
GMS countries to manage transboundary landscapes and protect biodiversity, the
heritage of all GMS countries.

36. In his welcoming address, Dr. Bindu Lohani, Vice President In-Charge,
Operations 2, ADB, gave examples of the environmental challenges that come with
development and how the GMS are preparing to deal with these. He was encouraged by
the collaboration between countries as evidenced by the first phase of the CEP-BCI, and
emphasized that partnerships will continue to be key in strengthening sound
environmental management and resiliency to climate change in the GMS. He highlighted
the importance of synergies between the CEP-BCI and the broader GMS Economic
Cooperation Program, particularly in the development of economic corridors.

II. Ministers’ Statements

37. Statements from each of the Ministers or their representatives outlined the key
issues and lessons learnt from each country, and reemphasized the support of each
country to regional collaboration.

38. PRC. Mr. Xu Qinghua, Special Representative of H.E. Minister Zhou Shengxian
and Director General of International Cooperation, Ministry of Environmental Protection,
PRC, outlined four key recommendations for the GMS based on their experiences with
the CEP-BCI – continuing the dialogue in the GMS in environment and development,



better protection of biodiversity, focus on emerging environmental issues like climate
change and strengthen capacity building on subregional environmental management.

39. Lao PDR. The statement from Mme. Keobang A Keola, Director General, GMS
National Secretariat, GMS National Coordinator Com ASOEN-LAO Chairperson and
Representative of H.E. Mr. Noulinh Sinbandhit, Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment from Lao PDR focused on the choice that the GMS has to make – to either
pursue brown or green development. She reminded the room that though efforts to
protect the environment have been increasing; there is still a way to go before achieving
sustainable, balanced growth. Mme. Keola highlighted the importance of CEP-BCI in
delivering and implementing the directions outlined in the GMS Economic Cooperation
Program 2012-2022 Strategic Framework.

40. Myanmar. H.E. Minister. Win Tun, Chairman, National Environment
Conservation Committee, Union Minister, Ministry of Forestry, Myanmar, outlined the
guidelines of the new Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar to
mainstream environment into national economic development, and key focus areas of
forest conservation, reducing air and water pollution, and waste management.

41. Thailand. Dr. Wijarn Simachaya, Inspector General, Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment, Thailand, described the importance of including green
economy as a future direction for the subregion, and Thailand’s efforts to focus national
budgets and other investment to complement CEP-BCI initiatives.

42. Viet Nam. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bui Cach Tuyen, Vice Minister Cum Director General
of Viet Nam Environmental Administration, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Viet Nam, described key issues for Viet Nam, and also described Viet
Nam’s commitment to fostering cooperation within the GMS and to continuing to support
activities that increase natural resource use efficiency and sustainability.

43. Cambodia. H.E. Dr. Yin Kim Sean, Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment,
Cambodia reemphasized the key role Cambodia plays and will continue to play in GMS
cooperation, and also highlighted the importance of regional cooperation to meeting
national targets.

44. Common themes emerging from all the country statements included:
 A strong commitment to regional collaboration on the environment both amongst

member countries and amongst development partners
 Recognition of the achievements of the current phase of CEP-BCI and support

for the next phase
 A desire to strive towards a common vision for the economic development and

environmental management of the GMS including green growth, integration of
poverty reduction and conservation goals, transboundary landscape
management, low carbon and climate resilient development, and energy
sufficiency and efficiency and

 A keen focus on developing institutional and technical capacity for environmental
management



III. Country Presentations

45. Members of the Working Group on Environment from each of the GMS countries
made presentations describing experiences from the first phase of the CEP-BCI:

46. Myanmar. The first presentation entitled “Sustainable Landscape
Management in the GMS” was given by Mr. Hla Maung Thein from the National
Commission on Environmental Affairs, Myanmar, and described CEP-BCI efforts to
manage landscapes in an integrated way, by addressing both biodiversity conservation
and poverty reduction. The CEP-BCI has been working to address challenges of land
conversion, increasing population and economic pressures, and increasing pollution and
carbon emissions, by raising awareness about the value of GMS conservation
landscapes, helping GMS countries improve land use planning, strengthening monitoring
and enforcement capacity so as to increase the efficacy of country efforts, and
promoting more investment for environmental management.

47. PRC. Dr. Sun Xuefeng from the Ministry of Environmental Protection, PRC
described lessons learnt from biodiversity conservation efforts in his presentation entitled
“Improving Natural Resource Management and Ecosystem Integrity”. The PRC’s
efforts through the CEP-BCI has resulted in significant achievements in the form of the
development of a nature reserve in Xishuangbanna, a formal agreement to manage
elephant landscapes between the PRC and the Lao PDR, the adoption of a
transboundary approach to BCI in Guangxi and Viet Nam and the establishment of an
education center to raise awareness about biodiversity conservation.

48. Viet Nam. Ms. Kim Thi Thuy Ngoc, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Viet Nam delivered the next presentation on “Promoting Low Carbon
Growth and Climate Change Adaptation in the GMS”. The emerging threat of climate
change is introducing and exacerbating risks for the environment and communities alike
in the GMS. Investments in infrastructure face risks from the increasing severity of
natural disasters. Pressures on ecosystems, and dependent communities are
exacerbated by climate change. All economic sectors are expected to be affected. Ms.
Ngoc described how the CEP-BCI has been working to integrate climate change
considerations within all program components and GMS Economic Cooperation
Program investments. The CEP-BCI has most recently been focusing on reducing
emissions from transport and power development and assessing vulnerability of poor
communities.

49. Cambodia. Mr. Chuon Chanrithy, Ministry of Environment, Cambodia gave a
presentation entitled “Promoting Transition to Sustainable Infrastructure
Development” which described CEP-BCI initiatives to reduce impacts of infrastructure
development. In Cambodia, the program has been working to reduce ecosystem
fragmentation linked to road development. Applying tools like Strategic Environmental
Assessment in the tourism sector and Cumulative Impact assessment in corridor
development has helped identify impacts of infrastructure development.

50. Thailand. Ms. Aree Wattana Tummakird, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, Thailand described ongoing efforts on “Tracking Environmental
Performance in Achieving Sustainability Goals”. The presentation described key
achievements of the Environmental Performance Assessment component of the CEP-
BCI, and outlined how GMS countries have worked together over the last five years to



develop a shared methodology to track and record environmental performance. Future
directions in this field need to focus on developing better in country information systems
and REL/MRV capacity.

51. Lao PDR. Mr. Virasac Somphong, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lao PDR, gave a
presentation entitled “Enhancing Environmental Governance and Management
Capabilities” outlining key indicators of CEP-BCI’s success to increase governance and
management capacity – the leadership of the WGE in developing the program
framework for the next phase of CEP-BCI, the engagement of GMS governments with
other stakeholders, the development of support units within national government
agencies and the engagement of the WGE with activity implementation.

52. GMS. Mr. Chuon Chanrithy, Ministry of Environment, Cambodia gave the final
presentation outlining the overall thrust of the program framework for “CEP-BCI 2012-
2016”. The framework is closely aligned with the GMS Economic Cooperation Program
2012-2022 Strategic Framework, and will consist of four components: environmental
planning, management of transboundary landscapes, climate resilience and sustainable
financing and institutional strengthening.

53. Dr. Lohani summarized the main points emerging from the presentations by the
WGE:
 There is a common desire across countries to build on the success of the current

phase of pilots to scale up results
 Capacity building is needed, particularly through development of National

Support Units and strengthening the WGE
 Climate change is an important consideration across all projects and activities
 Tracking environmental progress across the countries in a consistent and

comparable way is a significant achievement; there is an emerging need to focus
on better information systems

 There is a need for private-public partnerships, and the role of the private sector
needs to be strengthened to capture low carbon technologies

 There is a need for investment funds to support a shift to green growth and to
adopt green economic strategies

 Important for partners to continue to support the CEP-BCI

IV. Statements from Development Partners

Development partners were invited to give short statements and the following messages
emerged from these:

54. Ms. Kati Veijonen, Representative of the Government of Finland, informed the
delegates about their new development policy which is currently being formulated and
will continue to support development of regional cooperation and social equity aspects in
the GMS.

55. Ms. Dechen Tsering, Deputy Regional Director, UNEP, highlighted RIO+20 as an
opportunity for the GMS countries to rethink and restructure policies and governance in
support of transitioning to green economies.



56. Mr. Winston Bowman, Director, Regional Environment Office, Regional
Development Mission/Asia, USAID, encouraged the GMS to develop and implement a
“green growth vision”, and stressed the importance of knowledge sharing and of
coordination among development partners to maximize the impacts of country programs.

57. Mr. Stuart Chapman, Conservation Director, WWF Greater Mekong Programme,
highlighted the importance of regional collaboration to maintain the natural resource
base that is the source of livelihood of 80% of the GMS population.

58. Mr. Man Ho So, Deputy Regional Representative, FAO Regional Office,
expressed concerns about maintaining food security in an environment that is
increasingly struggling with land degradation, loss of productivity capacity, and impact of
climate change.

59. Mr. Young-shin Kang, Counselor from the Embassy of the Republic of Korea to
Cambodia presented the Republic of Korea’s growing portfolio of projects in the region
focusing on environmental issues, and highlighted their will to support the transfer of
technical knowledge and innovative technologies to the GMS.

V. Discussion and Adoption of the Joint Ministerial Statement

60. The draft of the Joint Ministerial Statement was circulated to the meeting
participants, and was read by Co-Chair H.E. Senior Minister, Minister of the Environment
Dr. Mok Mareth. Dr. Mok Mareth then called for comments and suggestions. The GMS
Environment Ministers approved and adopted the 3rd GMS Environment Ministers’
Meeting Joint Ministerial Statement.

VI. Closing Session

61. H.E. Senior Minister, Minister of the Environment Dr. Mok Mareth thanked all
participants for their commitment and active participation and expressed his satisfaction
with the outcome of the meeting – the agreement to continue the regional collaboration.
The translation of the commitment of each country into coordinated action through the
approval and support for the next phase of the CEP-BCI (2012 – 2016) he saw as an
important milestone in the collaboration.

62. In his closing remarks, ADB Vice President In-Charge, Dr. Bhindu Lohani thanked
all participants for their attention and important contributions. He expressed appreciation
and admiration of the progress made by the GMS countries on regional cooperation
regarding environmental issues. He also noted that the countries had reached an
advanced stage of maturity and were able to envision future developments through
innovative approaches such as green growth and green economies. Dr. Lohani pledged
ADBs strong continued support to the GMS in achieving future sustainable development
objectives. With this, the 3rd Environment Ministers Meeting came to a close.


