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- Excellencies, Co-chairs: Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister, Minister of the
Environment, Cambodia, and Mr. Bindu Lohani, Vice President in-Charge of
Operations 2 of the Asian Development Bank,

- Honourable Environment Ministers of the GMS Countries,
- Distinguished Delegates and Guest,
- Ladies and Gentlemen!

It is my great honor and pleasures this morning to address this statement in the
name of H.E. Dr. MOK Mareth, Senior Minister, Minister of the Environment at the
Third Greater Mekong Subregion Environment Minister's Meeting in the Peace
Palace, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, under the theme of “Sustaining Natural
Resources for Green and Inclusive Growth”.

Please, allow me to extend my deep appreciation to the GMS Working Group on
Environment for developing the Program Framework Document 2012-2016 of the
GMS Core Environment Program and Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative.
Taking also this auspicious occasion, I would like to express my sincere thanks and
deepest appreciation to the Asian Development Bank, all Development and
Implementing Partners for your continuous support in the program.
The Greater Mekong Subregion is blessed with abundant natural resources, a
hydrological and ecological system that provide both livelihood and sustenance to
most of its people, wherein Cambodia remains predominantly dependent on natural
resources for its socio-economic development, i.e. agriculture and forests together
contribute nearly 40% of the country’s GDP, while fishery sector generates the
revenue with inland fish production estimated at 295,000-420,000 tons a year.
Connected to the Mekong River system, the Tonle Sap Great Lake is one of the
most important wetlands as a reservoir of biological diversity in the GMS providing
the support to livelihood and the protein for millions of Cambodian. However, it plays
a crucial economic and environmental role in Cambodia as well as downstream.
For years, Cambodia has experienced significant development in social and
economic aspects, and provides important sources of natural resources for
economic development in the GMS. The Royal Government of Cambodia has
launched and thoroughly implemented the National Strategic Development Plan
Update 2009-2013, which is the roadmap of the Rectangular Strategy Phase II for
growth, Employment, Efficiency and Equity, aiming for development in all sectors.
Under the leadership of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen, Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, Cambodia has achieved economic growth at
the remarkable rate with an average of 10.6% annually during 2003-2007.
Particularly, 2010 was a good year for Cambodian economy with a significant growth
of approximately 6%, attributive to the growth in tourism, agriculture and garment
industry.



While national economic growth has boosted the country economy and lifted many
out of poverty, the environmental quality degradation as well as declining natural
resource base and ecosystem services is of the national concern. In addition, the
GMS investment projects on infrastructure, commerce, tourism, energy, etc. are also
in place at the moment, while the new are being initiated in the subregion. As a result,
transboundary environment issues like water scarcity, water pollution, air pollution,
flood and draught, etc., including additional natural hazard caused by the climate
change are emerging from year to year due to such developments.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

For years, the Royal Government of Cambodia in cooperation with the Asian
Development Bank and concerned development and implementing partners had
successfully implemented a number of key environmental projects like the Tonle Sap
Environmental Management Project and Tonle Sap Sustainable Livelihood Project,
and we are also grateful to them for this support.
Moreover, many of the project activities with the support of the GMS Core
Environment Program and its flagship: The Biodiversity Conservation Corridors
Initiative (CEP-BCI) in the period of 2006-2011 such as Rapid Strategic Environment
Assessment (SEA) in Sustainable Tourism Development, Biodiversity Conservation
Corridors Initiative (BCI) Pilot Projects in "Cardamom Mountains and Eastern Plains
of Cambodia" and National Environmental Performance Assessment (EPA) have
been also implemented with the support of the GMS Core Environment Program and
its flagship: The Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative (CEP-BCI) in the
period 2006-2011.
We highly appreciate significant achievements of the CEP-BCI. The support of this
program for regional cooperation on sustainable economic development and
balanced growth has produced many subregional environmental benefits including
efforts to integrate environmental management targets into economic development
plans in the tourism, agriculture, transportation, and energy sectors, improve the
livelihoods of the rural poor, improve habitat connectivity and ecosystem function in
the GMS economic corridors, and integrate economic development and
environmental management in biodiversity conservation corridors and landscapes.
The Royal Government of Cambodia, fully aware of the challenges and development
pressures on the environment, has taken significant steps to reduce poverty in rural
areas, to ensure environmental safeguards, and to increase efficiency in natural
resource use. These include promotion of green growth targets across the economy,
the implementation of the biodiversity conservation corridors initiative, and a recent
allocation of $20 million in ADB resources to scale up sustainable development and
conserve biodiversity in the Biodiversity Conservation Corridor Initiative pilot sites,
and development of an environmental performance assessment approach to
measure progress toward reducing environmental impacts of development.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Cambodia plays and will continue to play a key role in GMS cooperation, and also
considers GMS regional cooperation is needed for it to meet its national targets on
economic development and environmental protection, particularly with regard to food
security, water management, energy, and tourism development targets. Cambodia
commits to continuing cooperation on economic development, environmental
safeguards, efficient and sustainable use of natural resources and balanced growth
within the GMS in cooperation with all GMS countries. We believe that biodiversity
conservation is the foundation upon which sustained access to natural resources



and poverty reduction within the subregion can be sustained. We strongly support
biodiversity conservation and related forms of environmental protection, sustainable
development, poverty reduction, and balanced economic growth on this basis.
Therefore, promotion of the GMS environment cooperation is high priority to achieve
the sustainable development goals, particularly promoting sustainable use and
management of water resource in the Mekong River from upstream to downstream
and ensuring natural resource and ecosystem protection, biodiversity conservation
and environmental quality improvement for next and next generation.
We encourage development towards a green economy as the pathway to
sustainable development and poverty eradication. We commit to support activities
which increase natural resource use efficiency and sustainability, which maintain
and/or increase benefits from ecosystem services conservation, and which improve
human well-being and social equity while significantly reducing environmental risks
and ecological scarcities.
We also recognise that climate change adaptation and mitigation measures need to
be integrated into economic development plans. We realize that projected increases
in the frequency and intensity of natural disasters related to climate change and
other climate change impacts present significant challenges to achieving a green
economy in the GMS. We pledge to cooperate closely with GMS countries to
mainstream these initiatives into the GMS Economic Cooperation Program.
We approve in principle the CEP-BCI Program Framework Document and Action
Plan (2012-2016) and encourage WGE focal points to work together and with the
EOC/ADB to finalise the documents. We would like the CEP-BCI to support our
continued efforts to mainstream and regionalise the pro-poor activities to the mutual
benefit of all GMS countries in ways that sustainably increase rural incomes,
conserve biodiversity, and reduce climate change vulnerability of rural livelihood and
of the ecosystem services.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen!

I would like to express my sincere thanks to our staff members in the Ministry of
Environment for hosting this important meeting and for the warm friendship extended
to Cambodia and the Ministry of Environment by all participants;
I would also like to thank the Asian Development Bank and development partners for
their support to Cambodia and all the GMS countries. We look forward to continuing
or work together with all GMS countries to implement the Core Environment
Programme and Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative Programme
Framework 2012-2016.
I wish the meeting every success in its deliberations, and would like to express my
sincere gratitude to the GMS Environmental Ministers for your attendance at this
meeting and encourage your support for coordinated efforts at achieving green
economy targets in the GMS. On this auspicious occasion, I would like to wish you
all the four gems of Buddhist blessing: Longevity, Nobility, Health, and Strength in
the coming years ahead.

Thank you.


