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Statement

By Mme. Keobang A Keola, Lao PDR

At

The Third GMS Environment Ministers Meeting

28 July 2011, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

His Excellency Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister and Minister, Ministry of Environment

Dr.Bindu Lohani, Vice President of the Asian Development Bank

Excellencies, honored guests, distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

First of all, please allow us to convey our apology and regretfully, the Minister of
the newly established Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment of the Lao PDR
cannot participate in the Third Greater Mekong Subregion Environment Minister’s Meeting
held in Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia due to transition of the Ministry’s affairs.

Therefore I am very much honored to convey this statement on his behalf on the
occasion of this important event and I would like to take this opportunity to express our
sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Environment of Cambodia for their warm welcome
and hospitality extended to us. I also would like to sincerely thank the Asian Development
Bank for the substantial support in assisting the GMS Economic Cooperation Program.

As we all aware poverty and environmental degradation are two urgent global
issues we are facing right now. However, these interrelated issues are often regarded as
a separate entity so far. In fact there are now many approaches in addressing these
issues necessitate profound thinking and careful consideration at regional level,
consequently the GMS countries have managed to cope with the global issues of the past few
years rather well.

The economies of Lao PDR and its neighbors have continued to expand, bringing
benefits to many. However, while we need to ensure that millions more benefit from
economic development, we must also ensure that natural resources will be available in
the long term, therefore we need the continued commitment of national, regional and
international efforts to enhance the national capacity in rehabilitation degraded areas and
to promote low carbon green livelihoods for the people.
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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Three years ago, in Vientiane my Minister, Mme. Khempheng Pholsena, GMS
Minister for Lao PDR, said at the Second Environment Minister’s Meeting that
‘infrastructure development must not take place at the expense of the natural
environment’.  We have not always succeeded in this regard.  We can and must improve.
In fact, the challenge we all face has become increasingly clear: to sustainably develop
and alleviate poverty.

We are at a cross-road.  We can decide whether we want to have a brown or a
green economy.  The choice is ours.

Lao PDR is fully committed to sustainable development, and especially to
protecting the integrity of the ecosystems and the services they provide. That is why our
current national economic development plan for 2011 to 2015 emphasizes a transition to
green economy, the targets of this five year plan related to environmental sector are to (i)
raise the forest cover to 65% of the total country area by 2015; (ii) preserve mineral
sources, maintain/upkeep the condition of the soil, water, and help mitigate climate
change; (iii) secure the country from losses due to natural disasters, such as forest fires,
drought, flood, erosion of river banks, and denuding of mountains; and (iv) reverse the
environmental losses caused in the recent years.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Although initial achievements on that path have been recorded but, we are not
there yet, far from it. While the Government is putting in place the necessary legal and
regulatory environment, we currently lack the resources and the people with knowledge
and skills to effectively implement them. It is for this reason that education, skills
development and capacity building are our primary priority to explore the nation’
development potential and achieve sustained economic growth as the nation’s economy
now relies on natural resources which will one day be depleted. On the other hand there
is a need to establish the physical structures, forums, networks for stimulating sustainable
business development through applied research, capacity building and incorporating
green growth approaches in government policies, strategies and development plans.
Such initiatives will help the country build up a strong domestic private sector because
that is the only long term sustainable investments forward. The private sector needs to be
diverse and there is a need to tap into the human resources and develop their potentials
and combine local knowledge with scientific research to identify and develop "green'
solutions and investment opportunities in new productions potential which comes from the
gift of nature.
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The Lao PDR highly appreciates the Greater Mekong Subregion Economic
Cooperation Program, including the Core Environment Program and Biodiversity
Conservation Corridors Initiative and others, as well as the development of a regional
programmatic approach under GEF5 because in these programme, people and
ecosystem-centered restoration approach were highly recommended to address issues
on poverty and environmental degradation and capacity. Forest ecosystem restoration,
thus, could help regain ecological integrity and enhance human well-being. It could also
offer opportunities to address issues on climate change, biodiversity conservation, and
sustainable livelihoods for poverty reduction. These programs and initiatives should also
help us transition to a green economy. However, they will only succeed in this regard if
GMS countries continuously commits to this program through harmonized policies and
legislative framework that are compatible with the regional development circumstances of
each period while monitoring and encouraging national and local institutions concerned to
carry out their efforts.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

In order to implement the directions of the new GMS Strategic Framework which
will be a central among the key deliverables for the forthcoming GMS Summit, we would
also need to look at where we are with regard to the CEP/BCI deliverable, so that it could
be realistically assessed the remaining issues and challenges ahead in our regional
cooperation program to improve environmental performance and protect our natural
resources towards Green Growth. Also the issue of the ASEAN Economic Community’s
impact and implications on the GMS CEP/BCI needs to be elaborated for synergy and
alignment issues.

We are always confidence that ADB will step in with support for capacity development
while the GMS Government's strong political will coupled with effective ADB and
international support and cooperation and partnerships with all stakeholders, private
sectors and society at large, Lao PDR will continue to work closely with all GMS countries
to be able to address the new challenges facing the GMS Program and provide guidance
in moving economic corridor development forward to coming up with practical agreements
and results, taking actions, responsibility and contribute to finding solutions and facilitating
the subregion moving closer towards regional integration

I wish all of you a good health, successful and fruitful meeting.

Thank you very much


