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Your Excellency Dr. Mok Mareth,  
Your Excellencies, the Ministers,  
Representatives from Asian Development Bank and Environment  
Operations Center 
Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It is indeed a great honor and pleasure for me to be here, in Phnom Penh,     

very beautiful Capital city, of the Kingdom of Cambodia. On behalf of the 

Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, I would like to take this 

opportunity to extend my sincere appreciation to the Ministry of Environment and 

the Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia for its warm hospitality and excellent 

arrangements provided to this very important meeting. I would also like to express 

my gratitude to the Asian Development Bank and Environment Operations Center 

for their all round supports rendered to this meeting.    

We fully support the theme of 3rd EMM “Sustaining natural resources for 

green and inclusive growth” because the sustainable management of natural 

resources is crucial for the sustainable development of all GMS member countries. 

As we are aware that low carbon emissions and eco-efficiency are regarded as the 

general characteristics of the green economy which seeks a balance between 

environmental sustainability and economic growth. Myanmar, therefore, supports 
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green growth as a new development policy to ensure ecologically sustainable 

development. 

As a country dependent on its natural resources for economic and social 

development, Myanmar is committed to use its natural resources efficiently and 

effectively. The Myanmar National Strategy for Sustainable Development intends 

to open up new opportunities for the interdisciplinary approaches, and an avenue for 

the green economic policy, green investment and green jobs. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

One of the guidelines of the new Government of the Republic of the Union of 

Myanmar is that the approach for environment stability is to pay serious attention to 

conservation of forests, biodiversity and woodlands and take measures in various 

sectors to reduce air and water pollution, control dumping of industrial waste. The 

Government has, therefore, increased its efforts to mainstream environmental 

protection into the national economic development plan. Accordingly, the National 

Environmental Conservation Committee has been reformed as a full flash focal 

organization for the environment sector through out the country.  

At the same time, with a view to improving the socio-economic life of the 

rural people and poverty alleviation, “Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation 

Central Committee” chaired by the President has been formed in 2011. The 

committee is developing the National Action Plan based on the outcomes from the 

National Level Workshop. Environmental conservation is one of the respective 

sectors under the action plan to implement rural development and poverty 

alleviation and reduction of dependency on natural resources.  
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As we all are aware that managing natural resources in a sustainable way is 

vital to a green, low carbon and resource efficient economy. In this context, forests 

play a major role in maintaining natural life-support systems in the form of carbon 

sinks, raw materials, pools of biodiversity, regulators of water flows and other 

environmental services. Myanmar formulated the 30 years National Forest Master 

Plan which includes the formation of forest reserves, sanctuaries and nature 

reserves, the establishment of forest plantations, reforestation schemes in Dry Zone 

and Coastal areas. Until now a total of more than 500,000 hectares of forest 

plantations were established through out the country. The government has notified 

36 protected areas in which 6 of them  are listed as ASEAN heritage parks. The 

national green wave program was launched this year by planting 79 million tree 

seedlings across the country with the participation of various stakeholders including 

the public.  The program is further augmented by yearly established community 

forestry and initiation of REDD+ readiness and piloting it at the field level.  

Likewise, the Ministry of Energy’s policy statement highlights wider use of 

new and renewable sources of energy, promotion of energy efficiency and 

conservation, and the use of alternative fuel at the household level. Electricity 

generation in 2009-2010, through hydropower stands at the top with the highest 

amount generated 75.6 %, followed by natural gas at 16.7 %.  

Moreover, plans for reduction of emission has been incorporated into the 

development of the transportation sector.   The National Cleaner Fuel Policy has 

been formulated in that it includes using Natural Gas to replace petrol and diesel for 

some vehicles in the short term, and using bio-fuel in the long term. This policy 

plans to convert 25% of total vehicles from gasoline/diesel fueled cars into natural 

gas fueled ones and to date about 13% of the vehicles in Yangon city has been 

transformed into CNG (Compressed Natural Gas) fueled cars.  
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According to Myanmar Initial National Communication Report in the context 

of climate change, total net GHGs emission in CO2 equivalent is approximately 74 

million tons for base year 2000 . The report described that  carbon sequestration 

from forestry sector  was about 142 million tons indicating Myanmar is not a net 

emitter.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 While making all out efforts to conserve natural resources and environment 

in cooperation with relevant stakeholders, we recognize that cooperation among the 

GMS countries is of great importance to effectively enhance sustainable natural 

resources and sound environmental management in the sub-region. We have been 

conducting air quality monitoring study in the border area jointly with Thailand 

since 2010 by using air quality monitoring mobile unit. We have agreed to continue 

this field of study as bilateral cooperation. Moreover, Myanmar highly appreciates 

the results and achievements made by the GMS Core Environment Program and 

Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiatives with the support of ADB, EOC and 

development partners. Therefore, Myanmar supports the Biodiversity Conservation 

Corridor Initiatives (BCCI) which is an important component under Core 

Environment Programme (CEP) towards protecting the biodiversity, forests and 

natural areas along the trans-boundary of GMS Economic Corridors. We look 

forward to have more opportunities to participate in the GMS CEP-BCI program 

along with our fellow GMS countries in the future. 

In conclusion, I would like to express my sincere appreciation once again to 

the Ministry of Environment for its warm hospitality and arrangements for this 

meeting. I would also like to thank the Asian Development Bank and Environment 

Operations Center, again, for its cooperation and great assistance.   

Thank you 


