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Statement
By

Head of Thai Delegation
At the Third Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM)

Of the Greater Mekong Subregion
Thursday 28th July 2011

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
--------------------------

Your Excellency Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister,
Ministry of the Environment.
Dr.Bindu Lohani, Vice President in-Charge, ADB
Excellencies, Honorable GMS Environment Ministers and
Representatives,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai Delegation, I would like to express my
highest appreciation to the Government of the Kingdom of
Cambodia for the generous hospitality and warm reception
accorded the Thai delegates to this meeting. Our sincere
gratitude is also extended to the Asian Development Bank and
Environment Operations Center for their entirely support
which made this meeting possible.

Since 1992, the six GMS countries have joined our hands
together to drive our region towards the prosperity and the
betterment of the quality of life of our people. Thailand is one
of the GMS member’s countries that have achieved significant
results under the Core Environment Program and Biodiversity
Conservation Corridors Initiative since its inception in 2006.
We have mobilized resources and technical expertise to
prepare the ground for eco-efficient activities.
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The CEP-BCI Phase I outcomes also support Thailand to
explore the benefit of Payment for Ecosystem Services and
Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation or REDD Process which put Thailand into the
position to be able to receive the financial support from the
World Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility. The
REDD-readiness plan has thus been under the preparatory
process.  In this regard, Thailand would like to express our
sincere appreciation to the development partners for their
valuable support that assist Thailand to move to the next step.

As we understand very well on the limitation of support to
Thailand under CEP-BCI Phase II, we thus allocate our
national budget to explore opportunity to establish biodiversity
corridor landscapes, including the well-known Tennasserim,
based on the BCI pilot sites under the first phase. We also plan
to make use of the existing financial mechanisms to support
our activities in protecting our biodiversity and forest
resources such as REDD, carbon offsets, biodiversity
premiums, sustainable forest management options, etc. We
sincerely believe that those mechanisms could generate
investment opportunity and cash flow to the local community
adjacent to the protected areas, which on the other hands
would be the incentive for forest and ecosystem protection.
The outcomes of those activities will finally contribute to the
achievement of the CEP-BCI’s vision.

Moreover, Thailand is fully aware of the potential adverse
impacts of economic development on social and
environmental aspects. However we are quite confident that
the adverse impacts could be minimized through the
appropriate development planning and environmental impact
assessment. According to our experiences during the
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implementation of CEP-BCI phase I, the national
environmental performance assessment or EPA report would
be one of the tools which should be undertaken to monitor and
evaluate the trends of natural resource abundance and
environmental quality. With support from ADB in conducting
the EPA, Thailand believes that we would be able to better
address transboundary environmental challenges in our
Subregion. My colleague will share the GMS experiences in
formulating EPA system later.  I wish that it will be of benefit
to all other GMS member countries.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

As we are appreciated with our success in implementing of
CEP-BCI, we should be aware of the multiple crisis including
economic, energy, food and water as well as the natural
disaster and climate change which threatened every mankind
on earth.  It is apparently reflected our unsustainable
development pattern which is of great challenge. Luckily, our
region is still in a pretty good shape but we have to well
prepare in order to tackle those crisis. Thailand sincerely
believes that the unsustainable future could be reversed,
according to our efforts to shift our economic development
paradigm to the green one. In order to move towards green
economy, the government should take the lead. The Royal
Thai Government has adopted His Majesty the King’s
Philosophy on Sufficiency Economy, which is in line with
green economy concept, as a guidance principle to formulate
the National Economic and Social Development Plan. Since
2008, the Royal Thai Government has implemented several
green programmes and projects, including government green
procurement, green building, green tourism, low carbon
society and carbon footprint initiative, eco-industrial town,
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green and sustainable city, environmentally sustainable
transport, organic farming, good agricultural practices and the
ambitious target to increase the ratio of renewable energy in
the national energy mix.

It is important that the next CEP-BCI is for the future of
sustainability of natural resources and environment as well as
the people’s livelihood and well-being in the sub-region. In
the midst of threat of climate change and those multiple crisis,
we must have faith and confidence in ourselves and in our
destiny. Our sub-region, linked by the mighty flow of the
Mekong River, is richly endowed with natural resources and
economic potentials. Thailand is delighted to continue
working and sharing our knowledge and experiences with all
of the GMS member countries, ADB, development partners
and other organizations, to achieve our common vision; that is
to free people from poverty and provide sustainable
development opportunities for all.

As you may aware that we are spearheading to the prominent
of Rio+20 which will be a good opportunity to renew the
political commitment towards the achievement of sustainable
development, I wish that we could join our hands tightly
together in order to make a significant contribution to this
coming world magnificent events. Thailand would like to
encourage all of us to take this occasion to echo our regional
needs in the moving towards green growth GMS to the
international community and make the difference happened.

Thank you very much.
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