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Honourable Environment Ministers of Greater Mekong Subregion Countries,
Mr. Bindu Lohani, Vice-President In-charge of Operations 2 of the Asian
Development Bank,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, I am honoured to attend and speak at this third GMS
Environment Minister’s Meeting in Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia, with
the theme of “Sustaining natural resources for Green and Inclusive Growth” .

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you may have known, Viet Nam has enjoyed two decades of strong
economic growth, and the attainment of the status of a “lower-middle-income
country” in 2009 is one of our impressive achievements. Strong economic
development has, however, consequently created serious pressure on the
environment such as unsustainable and inefficient use of natural resources and
reduced access to ecosystem services.

The Government of Viet Nam, fully aware of the challenges and pressure of
the development on the environment, has taken important and significant steps and
measures to reduce poverty in rural areas, in order to ensure environmental
protection for sustainaible development, including promulgating and revising
existing legislation framework to enable a pathway for sustainable development.
These legislations include the Law on Environmental Protection, the Land Law, the
Water Resources Law, the Forest Protection and Development Law, the Biodiversity
Law, the Strategic Environment Assessment Decree and the Payment for Ecosystem



Services Decree, ect. Viet Nam has also implemented a number of programmes with
the overall goal to achieve targets of sustainable development and poverty reduction
such as the Biodiversity Conservation Corridors programme, the Forest and
Livelihoods in the Central Highlands programme, and multiple efforts to address
climate change adaptation and mitigation.

In this regard, we highly appreciate significant achievements of the Core
Environmental Programme (CEP) / Biodiversity Conservation Initiative (BCI) in the
period 2006-2011. The support of the CEP/BCI has brought about many subregional
environmental benefits and effectively assisted GMS countries in dealing with their
environmental issues, such as: the integration of environmental management targets
into economic development plans in various sectors, improved livelihood of poor
rural people, improved connectivity, and the integration of economic development
and environmental management in biodiversity conservation corridors. It is
notesworthy that the Government of Viet Nam has borrowed $30 million from the
ADB to scale up pilot activities of the Biodiversity Conservation Corridor Initiative.
This demonstrates Viet Nam’s commitments to enhancing conservation landscapes
that provide valuable ecosystem services.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Viet Nam plays a key role in GMS cooperation in terms of its geographical
position and economic potential. Sharing similar conditions with other countries in
the GMS, Viet Nam considers cooperation in the region crucial for achieving its
targets on economic development and environmental protection. Viet Nam commits
to fostering cooperation within the GMS. We do realise that biodiversity
conservation has an important role to play in both environmental improvement and
poverty reduction within the subregion, and therefore efforts of environmental
protection should be further encouraged. We encourage development towards a
green economy as the pathway to sustainable development and poverty eradication.
We commit to continuing our support for activities which increase natural resource
use efficiency and sustainability, which promote ecosystem services conservation,
and which improve human well-being and social equity while significantly reducing
environmental risks and ecological scarcities.



We also recognise that the increase in frequency and intensity of natural
disasters related to climate change and other climate change impacts present
significant challenges to achieving a green economy in the GMS. Together with
implementation of the National Target Program to Respond to Climate Change in
Viet Nam, we place high priority on the need to develop climate change adaptation
and mitigation initiatives and related finance mechanisms, and to cooperate closely
with GMS countries to mainstream these initiatives into the GMS ECP.

We approve in principle the CEP-BCI Program Framework Document and
Action Plan (2012-2016) and encourage WGE focal points to work with EOC/ADB
to finalise the documents. We expect the CEP-BCI to continue to expand, accelerate,
and regionalise the pro-poor activities of the CEP-BCI in ways that sustainably
increase rural incomes, conserve biodiversity, and reduce climate change
vulnerability of rural livelihood and of the ecosystem services upon which our rural,
urban, and regional economies depend.

Ladies and gentlemen

On this occasion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Government
of the Kingdom of Cambodia and especially its Ministry of Environment for hosting
this important meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to all participants;

I would also like to thank the Asian Development Bank and development
partners for their supports to the GMS countries and I wish to continue to receive
your valuable supports and close cooperation in addressing the GMS challenge of
sustaining natural resources, and in suscessful implementing the Core Environment
Programme and Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative Programme
Framework 2012-2016.

I wish the meeting every success in its deliberations, and wish all guests the
best of health.

Thank you very much for your attention./.


