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PART A: VILLAGE PROFILE  

1. LOCATION 
 
Saming Village is located in Pathoumphone District of Champasak Province within the National Production 
Forest. Base on the GPS-UTM system reading, the village is located at latitude 0620089 and longitude 
01636703, with the elevation of 178 meters above sea level (figure 1). The village is bordered by Nong Ek 
village on the north, Nam Om village at the northeast, Nathong village in the east, Thongxai village in the south, 
Kala village in the southwest, and Xe Khamphor River in the west. Both roads 18-A from Pathoumphone 
District to Kele village and the access road from Kele village to Saming are accessible during dry and rainy 
seasons. The road 18-A is an excellent dirt road, while the road (about 4 km) from road 18-A to Saming village 
is covered by rocky trails, hence limits accessibility.  
 

Figure 1. Location of Saming Village 

 
 

2. SOCIO-CULTURAL PROFILE 
2.1 Population 

 
The settlement is estimated to be approximately 300 years in existence. The official total land area of Saming 
village is 38.69 km2 with a population of 988 persons. Population density is about 25 persons per km2. It is 
evident that with a relatively higher density compared to the national figure of 24 persons per km2 there is 
tendency to expand land utilization1. There are 166 households and the average household size is 7. Table 1 
summarizes the socio-demographic profile as derived from actual village data generated during field visits (May 
2010).  

Table 1. Demographic Profile of Saming 

Parameter N % 

Population 988 100 
Male 530 46.4 
Female 458 53.6 

Land Area (km2) 38.69  
Population Density (persons/ km2) 25  
Number of Households 164 100 
Household Size 7  
Religion 988 100 

Buddhism 982 99.4 
Animist 6 0.6 

Labor 400 100 
Male 231 57.75 
Female 169 42.25 

  
Children begin primary schooling at age 6 and there are about 200 children below this age group. Most of the 
residents only completed up to 2nd year of secondary education.  

                                                        
1 During the R-PPTA, the National Forestry Specialist estimated an actual total land use of more than 65.27 

km
2
. 
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Saming residents are mostly Buddhists (99.4%), the remaining being animists, who have become son and 
daughter in-law of this village.  
 

2.2 Labor and Employment 
 
The major sources of livelihood among Saming residents are agriculture (rice, vegetable, fish, cattle, and coffee 
production) and collection of non-timber forest products (NTFPs). The main produce though is rice. 
 
Based on the focus group discussions, there is about 12% unemployed in the village, much lower than 
previous years due to increased development. Some are employed outside the village (Thailand and other 
places in Laos) as hired labor.  
 

2.3 Ethnic Composition and Main Characteristics  
 
About 94% of the people of Saming consider themselves to be lowland Lao. The remaining 6% are including 
Ta-Auy with 4% and Suy and Lavae at 1% each. 
 

2.4 Social Organizations and Capacities 
 
Aside from agricultural production, the people of Saming, especially the womenfolk are skilled in weaving, 
noodle production, and some bamboo handicraft like the sticky rice box. Collective spirit is manifested during 
village celebrations, elections, and project consultations. However, it is also during such times when the poorer 
sectors of Saming society are “incidentally” excluded. These poor households (19 households or 12%) are 
simply too busy working to attend such festivities. Exclusion extends to education, health services, and the 
pursuit of justice. 
 
Most residents have mobile phones; hence they believe this is the most convenient way of relaying information 
amongst themselves. Villagers have access to cable television. They are, however, more inclined to face to 
face interpersonal communication. 
 
As regards local development planning and project implementation, all residents are very much involved.  
 

2.5 Gender Analysis 
 
There are more females (54%) than males (46%). Women are assigned more household reproductive 
activities. There is, however, a balance as regards access to and control over resources (Table 2).  
 

Table 2. Household Labor Allocation and Resource Access in Saming 

Activities and Access/Control to Resources 
Gender 

Schedule / Frequency 
M F 

Domestic And Reproduction Activities    

Food preparation    Daily 

Child rearing / child care    Daily 

Cleaning and laundry work    Daily 

Fuel wood gathering   Daily 

Fetching water   Daily-week 

House repair    Yearly 

Access To And Control Over Resources    

Forest products     

Land and forest allocation      

Production inputs     

Information/technology       

Support services for production     

Production benefits     

Decision-making in crop production      
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As regards education, males have higher attainment (2nd year of secondary school) than females. Secondary 
school is distant2 from the village and parents tend to protect daughters, thus prefering to keep them safe within 
the confines of the village.  
 

2.6 Dimensions of Poverty 
 
Wealth, according to the people of Saming, is when one has good credit standing, gold, sturdy and modern 
house structure, agricultural land/rice fields, truck, car, high income, and influence in village decision-making. 
There are more households perceived to be wealthy than poor. Their self-classification of households in terms 
of wealth are as follows:  
 

- 9 poor households 
- 37 mid-wealthy households 
- 120 wealthy households 

 
Distribution of access to land for productive purposes among the residents is: (i) 0.5-1.5 ha, 146 households) 
and (ii) those without access, 18 households. The poor, accordingly are lazy and cannot make decisions; they 
do not have land to till and no skills. However, compared to 10 years ago, the people of Saming believe they 
are much better off now than before. In fact, about 30% of the residents now have private toilets. 
 

3. BIO-PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
3.1 Climate 

 
There is no meteorology center in Saming village and Pathoumphone District. The climate data is based on the 
meteorology Center in Champasak Province, and data is available only for 2008. Mean rainfall in Champasak 
Province for 2008 is 1,908 millimeters, mean temperature 27˚C, and average humidity at 73%. 
 

3.2 Topography and Physical Features 
 
Saming village is located in the plains of the National Production Forest, specifically located along the corridor 
connectivity between Xe Pian and Dong Hua Sao NPAs. Geographic features can be characterized as flat land 
areas covered by National Production Forest and parts of Dong Hua Sao NPA in north and northwest. 
 
Soil cover within the village is thin, covered by pieces of rock and rocky trails or limestone proving to be a 
deterrent to agriculture development, particularly vegetable crops. 
 

3.3 Rivers and Water Bodies   
 
There are 3 main streams in Saming village: Houay Nam Ok, Houay Baxard, and Houay Gnai or Houay Phieng 
Khua streams. Water is available throughout the year in Houay Nam Ok and Houay Baxard streams, while it is 
available in Houay Gnai or Houay Phieng Khua only during the rainy season. These 3 main streams supply the 
much-needed water to irrigate paddy rice fields in the village as well as other neighboring villages.  
 

 

4. LAND AND FOREST RESOURCE USE 
4.1 Land Cover and Present Land Use 

 
Forest cover in Saming village is mainly dry dipterocarp in the national production forest, mixed deciduous, and 
mixed dry evergreen forest in the parts of Dong Huasao NPA. About 0.20 km2 of mixed deciduous forest can be 
found within the corridor connectivity of the national production forest and Dong Huasao NPA. Villagers have 
expressed the need to conserve this forest for green corridor connectivity. 
 

                                                        
2 A secondary school was constructed within the past 2 years in the neighboring village of Kele, which is about 

a 4-km walk. 
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During the biophysical survey, it was established that the forest cover in the dry dipterocarp forest along the 
national production forest is low at approximately 25%-30% due to the presence of rocky trails and limestone. 
High percentage of forest cover of 40%-50% is concentrated in the dry mixed deciduous forest located in the 
corridor connectivity of the national production forest and Dong Hua Sao NPA and in parts of Don Hua Sao.  
 
Local people use forest resources in the parts of national production forest located within the utilization forest. 
NTFPs collection is for fuel wood and consumption like herbs, climber, roots, and spices. Agricultural lands, 
such as paddy rice fields, are also located in both the national production forest and parts of Dong Hua Sao 
NPA. The total paddy rice field of this village is estimated at 1.07 km2 (annual and seasonal paddy rice fields). 
Village land uses are provided in Table 3 below. 
 

Table 3. Land Use Types 

 

Land use types Areas (km2) Remark 

Total land  38.69  
Paddy rice field (yearly and seasonal 
paddies) 

1.07  

Protected Area (including parts of 
Dong Hua Sao NPA) 

7.58  

Village’s protection forest 7.65  
National production fores 5.47  
Reforestation forest (including village 
utilization forest) 

3.50 Villager would like to suggest the project for enrichment planting in these forest areas 
for their future timber use. Suggested species are economically viable native species 
(see native species in section of biodiversity assets) 

Construction land 0.0125  
Protection for spirits 0.015  
Cemetery 0.03  
Teak plantation 0.02   

4.2 Forest Resource 
 
The main forest resource for local villagers is Malva Nut (Sterculia lychnophora). In 2009, local villagers earned a 
total of more than LAK 300,000,000 from the sale of Malva Nut. Table 4 provides the economic benefits of 
select NTFPs.  
 

Table 4. Forest Resources, Cost, and Involved Households 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

During the field survey, the R-PPTA documented the entry of a Vietnamese truck loaded with timber taken from 
the Don Hua Sao NPA. These were stacked in the national production forest in the territory of Saming village. 
According to villagers, these Vietnamese loggers are hired by a Lao company to collect dead trees in the 
national production forest. Because of weak regulatory mechanisms, Vietnamese loggers harvest standing 
trees and transport out of the forest.  
 

NTFPs Unit No. unit Cost Total cost No. household involved 

Malva Nut  Kg 6,670 45,000 300,150,000 205 

Resin of Dipterocapaceae spp Kg 3,000 2500 7,500,000 150 

Rattan for handicrafts    3,000,0000 80 

Handicraft using Bamboo.     1,500,000 40 

4.3 Biodiversity Assets 
 
Though the village is located in the national production forest, biodiversity is still rich. Wildlife species include 
wild pig, wild chicken, deer, tiger, monkey, snakes, rats, and bird species. Floral species noted are Mai Daeng 
Dong (Alaia euphoriodes), Mai Tae Kha (Afzelia xylocarpa), Mai Kaen (Shorea spp.), Mai Ka Gnoung 
(Dalbergia cochinchinensis), Mai Gnang (Dipterocapaceae spp.), Mai Dou (Pterocapaceae spp), and Mai 
Peuay (Lagestronea spp.). Valuable plants that households avail of are fruit of Malva Nut. Bamboo (shoot for 
food and stem for fencing and handicraft), resin of Dipterocapacease spp., and herbs and spices, climbers, 
various rattan species.  
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5. ECONOMIC SITUATION 
5.1 Household Income, Livelihood, and Expenditures 

 
Aside from agricultural production, there is a wide array of economic activities within Saming village and these 
include fish farms, mushroom production, weaving, production of local wine and local noodle (wet, made from 
rice), and money from their son/daughter in town center or Vientiane. Average monthly household income 
(cash and non-cash) from farming ranges from LAK 1 mill to 4 mill. Average monthly expenditure is between 
1.5 mill to 2 mill per household that includes expenses for food, medicine, clothes, education, house repair and 
maintenance, electricity, and transportation. 
 

5.2 Farming System 
 
The farming system revolves around the paddy rice field. There are 1.07 km2 of paddy rice fields in this village. 
Each household on the average farms a hectare of land. Household members tend home gardens usually 
planted with maize, chili, sweet potato and other vegetables for their household consumption. Home gardens 
generally are located close to their paddy rice fields. At the same time, people in this village also established 
their coffee plantation in the areas along the Ba Xard streams close to the Dong Hua Sao NPA and in the 
territories of other villages (Nong Ek and Kala villages). Number of families and areas of coffee plantation that 
villagers in Saming established in Nong Ek and Kala villages were not reported during the field survey. 
 
The people of Saming transport the surplus of their produce (rice and vegetable crops) to the nearest market, 
which is in Pakse and it takes about 40 to 50 minutes by truck. At times middlemen negotiate for the purchase 
of Saming products. Husk rice sells at LAK 2,500/kg. Total annual rice production in Saming is about 50-60 
tons. 
 
Table 5 presents a glimpse of the typical farming system (cropping patterns and livestock production) in the 
village and Table 6 lists the farm equipment and assets in Saming. 

Table 5. Farming System in Saming Village 

Activities  
Gender 

Schedule / Frequency Comment/s 
M F 

Agricultural Crop Production 

Commercial crop      Jan-Apr; yearly Some households plant crops strictly for 
the market      Land preparation     Jan; yearly 

     Planting     Jan; yearly 

     Crop management     Jan-Mar; yearly 

     Harvesting     Late of Mar; yearly 

     Processing     Apr; yearly 

     Transport      Apr; yearly 

     Marketing     Apr; yearly 

Subsistence crop       Seasonal (depends on rainfall) 
  
  
  

     Land preparation     Apr-Dec 

     Planting     Jun 

     Crop management     Jun-Oct 

     Harvesting     Nov-Dec 

     Processing     Dec 

     Transport      Dec-Jan Only if there is surplus  
       Marketing     Dec-Jan 

Animal Production: Poultry and livestock 

Acquisition   Daily   

Feeding   Daily; Morning and evening  

Cleaning  -  -  - Never 

Treatment for disease   May-Jun; yearly Prevalence of foot and mouth disease 

Selling   Daily  
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Table 6. List of Available Equipment and Other Farm Assets 
Equipment / Farm Assets No 

Tractor - 
Rice mill - 
Water buffalo 134 
Cattle Est. 600 
Poultry (Chicken and duck) Est. 1000 
Swine 328 
Horse 10 
Truck 4 

  
5.3 NTFP in Saming 

 
The main non-timber forest product in this village is Malva Nut, followed by resin of Dipterocarpaceae spp, 
bamboo (shoot and stem), and other wild vegetables for household consumption and income. Last year the 
total income generated through collection of Malva Nut was more than LAK 300,000,000 for the whole village. 
The price of Malva Nut that middlemen in this village collected as well as from neighboring villages ranged from 
LAK 40,000 – 50,000/kg. The selling price outside the village is LAK 60,000 – 65,000/kg. In the meantime resin 
from local trees (Dipterocapaceae spp.) provide additional income, though in a destructive manner. Trees are 
burned to get the resin, which sells at LAK 2,500/kg. Both male and female participate in the gathering, 
transporting, and marketing of NTFPs on a daily basis or when the required amount is ready for transport (see 
Table 7). 

Table 7. Household Schedule for Malva Nut Collection 

Activity 
Gend

er 
Schedule / 
Frequency 

Comment/s 

M F 

Gathering of Forest Products     

Hunting/ gathering: Identify resource   April-May Available only during this time of the year; onset of rainy 
season. Transporting product   Daily 

Marketing of product   Daily Middle-men buy for 2 companies: Oudomsub and Syvilay 

 
Benefit from the collection and sale of Malva Nut provide the much-needed additional source of income for the 
locals. A case in point is that 2 households were able to purchase trucks (one for each) through the sale of 
Malva Nut. The total average income of households derived from forest resources and related activities range 
from LAK 1,000,000 to 4,000,000 per month. 
     

5.4 Financial Services and Access to Credit 
 
The more wealthy households extend credit to those in need. Saming residents usually avail credit on a yearly 
basis. Depending on the need, interest may vary, such as: (i) 1.5% for business, (ii) 1% for cattle, and (iii) 0.5 
for medical needs. There are no rigid procedures in applying for credit and when available, the amount is ready 
within the same day.  
 
Residents feel that other possible loans be made for rental of rice fields and truck/vehicle/transport. 
 

5.5 Markets, Enterprises, and Industry 
 
Agricultural production as well as collection and sale of Malva Nut remain to be the most viable enterprise 
within the village. There are 4 local trucks that transport local produce from the village to the Pakse trading 
center/market. Several stores line the main thoroughfare leading to the village center.  
 

 
6. PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

6.1 Physical Infrastructure 
 
Roads/accessibility: Rough road from 18-A (Kele village) to Saming – approximately 4 km.  
Water source accessibility: 50 ground water wells, 1 well (for 7 Households)  
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Electricity: Electricity cable is available in the village, which they connect from Pathoumphone district center. 
There are 80 households without access to electricity because they do not have money for purchasing 
electricity cable to their home  
Irrigation system: Local community irrigation structures, using natural streams for paddy rice field irrigation. 
Communication system: The village has convenience in terms of communication. Signors of mobile phone (M-
phone, ETL, and Unitel) are available in the village’s location. Use of public announcement system and 
televisions are common modes of communication. Preference however is for face-to-face communication.  
 

6.2 Social Infrastructure 
Table 8 provides available social infrastructure in Saming Village. 
 

Table 8. Available social infrastructure 

Community facilities Response/Comment 

Temple cum community meeting hall 1  
Announcement speaker  1 
School 1 – primary 

 
There are 113 children that avail primary schooling within the village. For secondary school, the children have 
to walk about 4 km away to attend the school that services the 6-cluster villages of Saming, Kaelae Gnai, Kele, 
Thongxay, Keng-nang Ang and KhoneThod. 
 

7. OTHER ONGOING/PLANNED PROJECTS/PROGRAMS 
 
This village is a SUFORD project beneficiary. The project supports livestock (cattle and buffalo) raising, 
focusing on the poor households first, then the grants will be transferred to other households that want to raise 
the livestock.  The SUFORD Project has been implemented in this village since 2006. Not only SUFORD 
Project has been implemented in Saming village, but the Poverty Reduction Fund also provided grants in this 
village during the period 2004 to 2009. 
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PART B: VILLAGE INVESTMENT PLAN UNDER BCI PHASE II  
 

1. VILLAGE PRIORITIES AND RANKING 
 

Small scale infrastructure Priority No. 

Road (Km) 1 2 
Ground water well (No.) 2 5 
Private toilet (household) 3 164 
Community market  (No.) 4 1 

 
2. LIVELIHOOD OPTIONS 

Items No. households 
benefiting 

Comment 

Conserved Malva Nut (Sterculia 
lychnophora) tree 

164 Divided by household basis, how many 
trees and areas that they need to 
conserve based on the availability of 
Malva nut tree surrounding their paddy 
rice field 

Mushroom farm 18 Concern raised by women 
Communal fish pond 5 Concern raised by village 

headman. The fish pond can be 
either along the natural stream 
or surrounding village 

 
 
3. REFORESTATION  
 

Items Area (ha) No. households 
benefiting 

Reforestation 175 164 

Conservative evergreen forest in Dong Nong Gnang and 
Houay Ba Xard areas, which located corridor connectivity 
national production forest and Dong Hua Sao NPA 

20 164 

 
4. COST ESTIMATES 
 

Items Unit Cost US$ 

Small scale infrastructure   
Road 2 Km 20,000 
Toilet 2 rooms 1,500 

Livelihood options   
Fish pond 5 ponds 50-100 
Mushroom farm Set 5,200 

Forest restoration   
Community market 1 building 40,000 
Ground water well 5 7,500 

   Source: BCI Phase 1 estimates. 

 


