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Representatives from ADB, GMS EOC 

Delegates from GMS-countries, Development Partners 

Senior Officials and Representatives from MOECAF and 

Relevant Ministries 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you at the events of “GMS Core 

Environment Program Technical Workshop, 3
rd

 Task Force Meeting for the 

preparation of the 4
th
 GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting and 9

th
 Semi-

Annual Meeting of the GMS Working Group on Environment” in Bagan, 

especially for giving me the opportunity to address to these very important 

events we are going to convene for two days. I am so delighted to extend my 

welcome to you all, to these events. 

 

On behalf of the Union Minister for Ministry of Environmental 

Conservation and Forestry of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, H.E. U 

Win Tun, and on my own behalf, I would like to extend my warm greetings to all 

delegates from the GMS countries, the Asian Development Bank, and 

Development Partners attending these important occasions. Again, let me extend 

my sincere appreciations of your presence, which reflects very favourably on the 

importance that you are giving to these important events.   
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As a GMS-member country in the region, we are indeed very pleased to 

have this opportunity to host the GMS Core Environment Program Technical 

Workshop, 3
rd

 Task Force Meeting for the Preparation of the 4
th
 GMS 

Environment Ministers’ Meeting and 9
th
 Semi-Annual Meeting of the GMS 

Working Group on Environment (WGE SAM-9) here in Bagan. This meeting is 

basically a follow-up to the WGE Annual Meeting held in March this year in 

which most of you have participated. I am also very pleased to be meeting with 

many old friends today. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Taking this opportunity, Myanmar fully supports the GMS CEP 

programme and its objectives, and highly appreciates various initiatives being 

developed and implemented under this program. Needless to say, the CEP and 

WGE meetings are important for guiding and steering the management and 

implementation of the GMS environmental projects and activities so that these 

projects will be effective and useful in promoting the environment and 

sustainable development in the region. Environmental Information Systems 

Project and National Support Unit Project have now been successfully 

implemented on account of efficient guidance of the WGE meetings. 

 With the consideration of natural capital, GMS countries are endowed with 

rich physical, biological and cultural resources that provide a natural resource 

base for socio-economic development in the region. However, these resources 

have been under-utilized and poorly managed which have impaired and impeded 

not only economic growth and development but have also placed severe stress on 

the environment. The growing population, prevailing poverty and 

environmentally unfriendly practices have further aggravated the situation. 

Therefore, the greatest challenges facing the GMS countries today is to promote 

environmentally sound and sustainable development in their countries.  
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In this respect, we all are very much aware that a key success in all 

environmental endeavours is mutual cooperation and collaboration. The GMS 

Core Environment Program can be regarded as a far-sighted initiative to promote 

sustainable development in the region through enhancing cooperation among the 

GMS countries in the field of transport, energy, telecommunication, 

environment, human resources development, tourism, trade and investment. We 

should also note that the environment issues cut across all sectors and therefore, 

it is crucial that environmental considerations are taken into account in the 

promotion of other factors. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

As far as natural capital is concerned, it is essential for GMS prosperity, 

and includes land, forest and water resources that have underpinned rapid 

economic growth in recent decades. It will potentially continue to support the 

sub-region’s prosperity for the foreseeable future. As we all know, natural capital 

is the primary asset for poverty reduction and underpins social security. Though 

it is the main input to fuel economic development in the GMS, unsustainable 

economic development has led to immense losses in natural capital, creating 

major environmental and social problems. 

 

According to the statistics, agricultural production is the largest user of 

water in all GMS countries, consuming between 68% and 98% of total 

withdrawals. It also occupies large proportions of land areas, from 19% in 

Myanmar to 55% in China. This primary sector contributes some 30% of GDP to 

each of Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Myanmar, and employs 38% to 48% of the 

workforces of Thailand, Vietnam, and China. 
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Again, natural capital is crucial to food, water, and energy security in the 

GMS and essential to the livelihoods and income generation of millions of rural 

and poor people. The ADB publications indicate that fisheries make up between 

47% and 80% of animal protein consumed by the GMS population, and more 

than 80% of Cambodia and Lao households depend on biomass for cooking and 

lighting. FAO-statistics show that around 54 million of the 60 million people 

who live in the lower Mekong Basin cultivate rice for income and sustenance, 

and rice from the Basin feeds 100 million people, both within the region and 

worldwide. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

With exactly the same objectives, we are gathering here to take stock of the 

CEP Work Plan that have previously been implemented, to review and update 

the ongoing work plan, and to consider future plans and projects that would 

assist the GMS countries in promoting their environment. I have no doubt that 

this meeting will generate new ideas and initiatives for promoting 

environmentally sound and sustainable development and strengthening 

partnerships to increase natural capital investments in the Greater Mekong Sub-

region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 Myanmar has attached great importance to the forthcoming 4
th
 GMS 

Environment Ministers’ Meeting, and we are making necessary preparations for 

the EMM4 including the preparation of the Biodiversity Landscape Forum, 

Business Forum and Youth Meeting as well as our social, economic and 

environmental development efforts. We have great hope that the EMM4 will 

again guide us to achieve fruitful outcomes in our future environmental 

endeavours and increasing investments in natural capital in the GMS.  



5 

 Before my conclusion, let me express my heartfelt thanks to ADB, GMS 

EOC and its competent officials, and the staffs of the Ministry of Environmental 

Conservation and Forestry of Myanmar for their kind cooperation and support 

who were instrumental in organizing these important meetings here in Bagan. I 

am confident that the meetings will be fruitful and productive, and I do hope that 

all our guests and colleagues will find their stay in Bagan pleasant and enjoyable. 

 Thank you. 


