
 

 

Core Environment Program 

 
Event: Developing Inclusive and Sustainable 
Agricultural Value Chains in the Greater Mekong 
Subregion  

This knowledge event jointly held by the GMS Working 
Groups on Environment and Agriculture, explored means 
to develop more inclusive and sustainable agricultural 
value chains in the GMS. 

SEE MORE 
 
Event: Working Group on Environment: 21st 
Annual Meeting 
Hosted by Thailand’s Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, the 21st Annual Meeting of the Working 
Group on Environment (WGE) brought together 
government officials with representatives from the Asian 
Development Bank and development partners to review 
implementation progress of the Core Environment 
Program implementation and to discuss key priorities. 

SEE MORE 
 
Event: Core Environment Program Technical 
Workshop 
Building on discussions held during the GMS Working 
Group on Environment 21st Annual Meeting, this 
workshop aims to map out the future of the Core 
Environment Program and Environment Operations 
Center.   

SEE MORE 
 
Event: The Seventh Roundtable Discussion on 
Climate Change in the GMS  
At this seventh roundtable, partners continued 

deliberations initiated at the sixth roundtable in April. 

These included joint visioning to specify the long-term 
goals of the roundtable and identifying collaborative 

activities arising from the Watershed Adaptation to 
Climate Change (WACC) Project. 
SEE MORE 
 
Follow us on: 

 
Twitter   Website 

Asian Development Bank 
 
ADB Blog: Asia Clean Energy Forum, the energy 
trilemma, and the road to Paris 
This year’s Asia Clean Energy Forum (ACEF) comes at a 
critical time in the lead-up to the 21st Conference of the 
Parties (COP21) to the 1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), to be held in 
Paris in late November-early December.  

SEE MORE  
 
News: Ministers endorse plans to develop new 
Special Economic Zones in Mekong  
Government ministers and senior officials attending the 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Seventh Economic 
Corridors Forum agreed on measures to promote the 
development of economic corridors, facilitate cross-border 
transport and trade, and enhance cooperation and private 
sector participation. 

SEE MORE 

 

News: Multilateral development banks provided 
$28 billion in climate finance in 2014 
The world’s six large multilateral development banks 
(MDBs) delivered over $28 billion in financing last year to 
help developing countries and emerging economies 
mitigate and adapt to the challenges of climate change. 
The latest figures bring total collective commitments of the 
past 4 years to more than $100 billion. 

SEE MORE 
 
News: Mekong forum explores ways to grow 
sustainable tourism 
A 5-day forum on developing and promoting sustainable 
tourism in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS), the 
fastest-growing tourist destination in Asia and the Pacific, 
gets underway in Da Nang, Viet Nam on 15 June, 2015. 

SEE MORE 
 
Op-Ed: Aim for green infrastructure expansion in 
Asia - Vinod Thomas 
Asia is gearing up for increased infrastructure financing to 
support the drive for stronger economic growth. That’s 
good news for narrowing the perennial gaps in energy and 
transport blocking growth in many economies. But, unless 
accompanied by protective safeguards, these projects risk 
damaging the environment, climate and communities — 
and hindering growth. 

SEE MORE 
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GMS Governments 

Cambodia 

 

Remarks By His Excellency Dr. Sok An, at the Dialogue on Cambodia-China Cooperation: 
Opportunities and Challenges, jointly hosted by Chinese People’s Association for Peace and 
Disarmament (CPAPD), Chinese Embassy in Cambodia, and Cambodia Development Resource 
Institute (CDRI) 
It is my great pleasure and honor to participate in the Opening Ceremony of the Dialogue on China-Cambodia 
Cooperation: Opportunities and Challenges. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to 
the Organizing Committee for the invitation extended to me to attend the Dialogue. Special thanks go to the 
Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD), the Chinese Embassy in Cambodia, and the 
Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) for jointly hosting this important event. 

SEE MORE 

 
 
 

People’s Republic of China 

 

MEP releases the 2014 Report on the State of Environment in China 
MEP released to the media the “2014 Report on the State of Environment in China” (SOE) today. The SOE stated 
that in 2014, with the high attention paid by the CPC Central Committee and the State Council, China made 
positive progress in promoting ecological progress and reforming the ecological environment area, and made new 
strides in air, water, and soil pollution control. The annual task of reducing the total load of main pollutants was 
concluded successfully, the environmental protection continued to play a comprehensive role in optimizing 
development, and more efforts were directed towards the environmental legal system improvement, law 
enforcement regulation, and environmental risk management. The eco-environmental protection proceeded 
steadily, and nuclear and radiation safety was under control.   

SEE MORE 
 

International Consultation Meeting on Environment and Development (2016-2020) held  
The 13th Five-Year-Plan period from 2016 to 2020 will be a strategic and decisive stage for China to do a great 
deed in the environment protection field. The Chinese Government will take stronger measures to promote green 
development, circular development, and low-carbon development, and enhance eco-environment conservation, 
said Chen Jining, the Chinese environment minister.  

SEE MORE 
 

China proposes double taxes on excess emissions 
The State Council, China's cabinet, on Wednesday released for public opinion a draft law on environmental taxes, 
which proposes business taxes for pollutants, solid waste and noise. 

SEE MORE 
 
China to phase out commercial logging of natural forests 
China will push forward its Natural Forest Protection Program and phase out all commercial logging of natural 
forests by 2017, according to an official from the State Forestry Administration (SFA). 

SEE MORE 
 
China sets top prize for environmental protection 
The government on Wednesday announced to set up China's first state-level environmental protection prize with 
aims to enhance public awareness. 

SEE MORE  
 
All polluters held accountable regardless of fault 
China's top court on Monday ruled that all polluters will be liable for any damage they have on the environment 
even if they do not breach regulations. 

SEE MORE 
 
China will reach pollution peak in 5 to 10 years 
China will reach its peak in the emission of major pollutants in the next five to 10 years, experts said on Tuesday. 

SEE MORE 
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Lao People's Democratic Republic 
 
Laos completes creation of action plan on climate change 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has completed creating an action plan on climate change and 
four pilot projects on climate change adaptation regarding agricultural production and water resources. 

SEE MORE  
  
Recognizing the value of biodiversity key to Lao PDR’s development 
Representatives from the government, the UN, as well as from national and international civil society organizations 
joined voices to celebrate this year’s International Day for Biological Diversity dedicated to Biodiversity for 
Sustainable Development, and raise awareness on biodiversity’s importance to the Lao PDR’s development. 

SEE MORE  
  
Government to focus on disaster management, a senior official says 
The 7th Five-Year National Socio-Economic Development Plan has attached importance to ensuring that 
development solutions are sustainable, economically friendly, protective of social-culture and the environment, and 
promoting public participation in natural disaster response efforts, a meeting was told yesterday. 

SEE MORE  
 
Poverty Reduction Fund vying to win ASEAN Development Award 
The Poverty Reduction Fund of the Lao PDR has been selected to compete for the ASEAN Rural Development 
and Poverty Eradication Leadership Awards. 

SEE MORE  
 
Minister collects award for achieving hunger target 
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry has collected a special award on behalf of the government for halving the 
proportion of hungry people in the country between 1990 and 2015 and achieving the Millennium Development 
Goal (MDG) hunger target. 

SEE MORE 
 
Global warming is not cool! 
Climate change is one of the major challenges of the 21st century. Its multiple impacts are already being felt 
around the world. In Laos, it is anticipated that temperatures will continue to rise, driving the dry season to last 
longer and increasing the unpredictability of climatic events such as rainfall, storms, droughts and floods. 

SEE MORE 
 
WB provides Laos over US$31 m for environment, education 
The World Bank has provided over US$31 million to the government to support one environmental project and one 
educational project. 

SEE MORE 
 
Lao PDR launches National Zero Hunger Challenge 
The government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, in collaboration with the United Nations, on May 27 
launched the National Zero Hunger Challenge, joining other countries striving to eliminate hunger, food insecurity, 
and malnutrition. 

SEE MORE 
 
Huaphan’s Xiengkor: flood victims in need of rice 
The villages of Vangtang and Sobsai in Xiengkhor district, Huaphan Province were hit by a flash flood on 24 
June.  Fortunately, no casualties were reported. 

SEE MORE  
 
 
Myanmar 
 
Myanmar, Thailand ink MoU on energy, electric power cooperation 
Union Minister for Energy U Zeyar Aung and Thai counterpart Dr Narongchai Akrasanee signed a memorandum of 
understanding here Monday on cooperation in the energy sector in the presence of Vice President Dr Sai Mauk 
Kham and Thai Deputy Prime Minister Mr Pridiyathorn Devakula. 

SEE MORE 
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Transparency vital for land governance policies: Vice President U Nyan Tun 
Land governance policies must be implemented transparently to maintain public trust, Vice President U Nyan Tun, 
chairman of the National Land Resources Management Central Committee, said Thursday at its meeting in Nay Pyi 
Taw. 

SEE MORE 
 
Myanmar eyes good image in hosting CLMV, ACMECS Summits 
Myanmar is making efforts to successfully host the 7th Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam Summit and the 
6th Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy Summit, both of which are slated to be held 

in Nay Pyi Taw on 22 and 23 June, Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham said Tuesday. 
SEE MORE 
 
Myanmar, China eye trans-border economic cooperation 
A Myanmar delegation comprising Advisor to the President Office U Zaw Oo, Shan State Planning and Economics 
Minister U Aung Kyaw Nyunt, Myanmar Counselor General U Aung Kyaw Oo and Myanmar businessmen 
participated in a meeting to conduct a survey on trans-border economic cooperation. 

SEE MORE 
 
 

Thailand 

 

36 provinces declared drought disaster area 

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) has declared 36 provinces as drought disaster 
areas in need of emergency help, with 8 provinces categorized as severe disaster areas. 

SEE MORE  
 
MNRE to develop national parks to cope with tourism growth 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) will be improving national parks nationwide to 
accommodate the growth of tourism in parallel with natural conservation, according to the DNP. 

SEE MORE  
 
Land reclamation operations grab back 60,000 rai of encroached forests 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment reports authorities have seized more than 60,000 rai of 
illegally acquired rubber plantations during the forest reclamation operations. 

SEE MORE 
 
NRC: Thailand to be solar roof and electric vehicle center for ASEAN  

Thailand has now set itself the goal of becoming the solar roof and electric vehicle hub of ASEAN over a 10-year 
time frame, according to the National Reform Council of Thailand (NRC). 

SEE MORE 

 
 
Viet Nam 

 
Vietnam continues to improve legal framework for biodiversity conservation 
Vietnam is known as a center of biological diversity (biodiversity) of the world. However, biodiversity resources in 
Vietnam have increasingly been degraded because of the human and nature threats. In fact, Vietnam has actively 
taken action and worked together with the world’s communities to protect the precious resources. Especially, in the 
future, Vietnam continues to improve the legal framework for the biodiversity conservation. 

SEE MORE 
 
Promoting community role in protecting environment 
2014 Law on Environmental Protection and other legal documents guiding the implementation of the Law have 
consisted of advanced regulations improving the role of local communities in protecting environment. Nowadays, 
people and communities have rights to access information related to environment and supervise the enforcement 
of environmental law of state agencies. 

SEE MORE 
 

Green energy development to attract foreign investment 

Vietnam might increase the attractiveness of foreign investment by developing green energy sources. Many 
participants in the meeting on the Europe–Vietnam free trade agreement which was held by the European 
Business Association in Vietnam. 

SEE MORE 
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Vietnam: Many activities towards COP 21 
Many activities expected to be held in Vietnam in 2015 - Year of Climate, towards the 21st yearly session of the 
Conference of the Parties 2015 (COP 21) in Paris. The information was recently announced by Rémi Genevey - 
Director of the French Development Agency (AFD) in Vietnam. 

SEE MORE 
 
6 provinces to share experiences of GHG through reduction of deforestation and forest degradation 
In three days from June 8 to June 10 in Binh Thuan, the UN-REDD (the United Nations Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation) in Vietnam phase II has organized a seminar to share experience in building 
and implementing programs on Reduction of Green-house Gas Emissions through Efforts to Reduce Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation. 

SEE MORE  
 
Vietnam participates in the regional project on climate change 
Prime Minister approved the participation of Vietnam in the regional project "Vietnam: Building the 3rd national 
announcement for UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)" funded by UN Environmental 
Programme (UNEP) from the non-refundable source of the Global Environment Fund (GEF). Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment is to complete, sign the project documents with the representative of sponsor, and 
proceed the implementation according to regulations. 

SEE MORE 
 
Persuasion skills training for students to protect wildlife 
Recently, many student volunteers from universities in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi have come to Hon Me Wildlife 
Rescue Station (Hon Dat District, Kien Giang province) to participate in activities under the program “2015 summer 
motion”. The program is co-organized by the Wildlife At Risk (WAR) in collaboration with the Douc Langur 
Foundation. 

SEE MORE 
 
Vietnam promotes the role of religion in response to climate change 
“Promoting the role of religion in Vietnam in response to climate change " is the content of the conference of 
Vietnam’s religions in order to strengthen the human capacity in response to climate change and effective 
cooperation with the international community to protect the global climate. 

SEE MORE 
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