
 

 

Core Environment Program 

 
Activity: Cambodia National Environment Strategy 
and Action Plan (2015-2016) 
Required under Cambodia’s Law on Environmental 
Protection and Natural Resources Management, the 
country is developing a National Environment Strategy 
and Action Plan (NESAP). 
Read more 
 
News: Yunnan and Luang Numtha provinces sign 
MOU for collaboration on biodiversity conservation 
The environment agencies of the People’s Republic of 
China’s (PRC) Yunnan Province and Lao PDR’s Luang 
Numtha Province signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) on September 10 to collaborate 
on biodiversity conservation. 
Read more 
 
News: GMS climate change experience informs 
emerging global adaptation index 
A new initiative is looking to build a global adaptation 
index to track and compare how countries are faring in 
response to climate change challenges. 
Read more 
  
News: Early results promising from green freight 
testing in Viet Nam 
Positive early results from the testing of fuel efficiency 
technologies and an eco-driving curriculum are 
encouraging signs that ‘green freight’ approaches could 
gain traction in Viet Nam. 
Read more 
 
News: Kunming hosts capacity building seminar on 
land use change modeling 
Land use planners in Yunnan were introduced to a new 
land use change modeling application at an awareness 
raising and capacity building event held in Kunming 
from 21–25 September. 
Read more 
 
News: Sharing ideas on options for REDD+ benefit 
realisation, distribution, and sharing 
On 29 September, the REDD+ team from SNV 
Netherlands Development Organisation, in cooperation 
with Lao PDR Government partners, notably, the 
Department of Forest Resource Management, and 
Department of Forestry hosted an Open Forum on 

REDD+ Benefit Sharing.  
Read more 

Asian Development Bank 
 
Blog: Infrastructure and safeguards 
As multilateral development banks gear up to fill the serious 
gaps in infrastructure in Asia and elsewhere, attention also 
focuses on safeguards used to deflect potential spillover 
damages to communities, habitats and livelihoods from these 
investments. 
Read more 

  
Article: Countering climate extremes key to Asia’s food 
future 
Asia and the Pacific faces a food ‘storm’ in the coming 
decades unless it takes decisive steps to respond to a host 
of pressures on its food supplies – including from climate 
change. 
Read more 
 
News: ADB-supported pilot road safety project in PRC 
aims to be model for wider replication in Asia 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $200 
million loan for a pilot road safety project in Shaanxi 
Province, the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 
Read more 
 
News: ADB to double annual climate financing to $6 
Billion for Asia-Pacific by 2020 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Takehiko Nakao 
announced that ADB will double its annual climate financing 

to $6 billion by 2020, up from the current $3 billion.  
Read more 
 
Blog: ADB, World Resources Institute link up to share 
knowledge 
ADB and the World Resources Institute (WRI) signed a 
knowledge partnership agreement to foster knowledge 
sharing and bring enhanced technical and advisory support 
to new projects at ADB. 
Read more 
 
Blog: Why 100% renewable generation won’t bring 
energy security 
Clean energy advocates believe that 100% generation from 
renewable energy sources is the only way to meet the power 
demand and address global warming. That may seem right in 
theory and is technically feasible, but in practice the reality is 
that we will still need some fossil fuels to create a feasible 
and sustainable energy source that all countries can afford. 
Read more 
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Follow us on: 

 
Twitter   Website 
 

Winning photos of ADB climate change photo contest 
available here 

 

 

GMS Governments  

Cambodia 
 
Climate change integration into Commune/Sangkat Development Plans 

The General Secretariat of the National Council for Sustainable Development with support of the Cambodia Climate 
Change Alliance (CCCA) is providing onsite training to the Provincial Departments of Environment, including Pursat, 
Kampong Cham and Kampot on how climate change is integrated into Commune/Sangkat Development Plans. 
Read more 

  
Announcement:  Cambodia Climate Change Alliance calls for proposals on research and innovation grants 
(Window 3) 

The General Secretariat for Sustainable Development (GSSD), hosted by the Ministry of Environment, has the honor 
to inform the public that it is launching a Call for Proposal for Research and Innovation Grants in support of the 
national climate change priorities, with support from the Cambodia Climate Change Alliance programme (CCCA). 
Read more 

  
Press Release: consultation meeting on Cambodia’s INDC 

The Ministry of Environment organized a consultation meeting on Cambodia’s Intended Nationally Determined 
Contribution (Cambodia’s INDC) attended by approximately 120 representatives from line ministries/agencies, 
development partners and key stakeholders at Himawari hotel, presided over by H.E. Say Samal, the Minister of 
Environment. 
Read more 

  

People's Republic of China  
  
Wind power helps clean China's air 

Beijing's notorious smog has eased slightly this year. Azure blue skies with cotton-white clouds prompted locals to 
take out their mobile phones and cameras to record scenes they feared would soon vanish into history again. 
Read more 

 
National progress in enforcement of environment law and supplementary measures 

Recently MEP informed the media about the national progress in enforcement of environment law and its 
supplementary measures between January and July 2015. 
Read more 

  
Build green silk road: green economic development and transition 

Vice Minister Li Ganjie attended the 2015 Euro-Asia Economic Forum in Xi’an today and spoke at the ecological and 
environmental cooperation session. 
Read more 

  
China faces dilemma in banning crop straw burning 

The recent blast of pollution which shrouded much of northern China during part of the now-concluded National Day 
holiday has once-again sparked debate about what authorities are doing to try to reduce straw-burning in China. 
Read more 

  
Private sector's support for climate change hits new level 

Financing and support from the private sector in the fight against climate change have reached a new level around 
the world, a senior UN official in charge of climate change said. 
Read more 

  
To have a correct understanding of the relation between economic development and environmental 
protection 

MEP organized a meeting in Beijing with the media on “optimizing economic development by environmental 
protection”, and many experts were invited to discuss thoroughly the relation between economic development and 
environmental protection with the media. 
Read more 
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China removes 60% of high-emission vehicles 

From January to August, China removed 696,500 high-emission vehicles from roads nationwide, accounting for 60 
percent of China's high-emission cars, said the Ministry of Environmental Protection on Tuesday. 
Read more 

 

Lao People's Democratic Republic 

  
President Choummaly addresses UN sustainable development summit 

President of Laos Choummaly Sayasone on Saturday gave an address at the UN sustainable development summit 
along with the 193 member states of the United Nations. 
Read more 

  
World Bank gives boost to forest management 

The Environment Protection Fund yesterday signed an agreement to assist with building capacity in the 
management of Laos' National Protection Areas. The project to build capacity in management systems for the 
maintenance of forests and sustainable conservation of water sources will run for six years from 2015 to 2021. The 
project is funded by the World Bank which has provided almost US$2.6 million. 
Read more 

  
Southernmost provinces draft tourism development plan 

The four southernmost provinces have drafted a plan for developing and linking tourist sites in the period of 2016-
2025. 
Read more 

  

Myanmar 

  
Mongton hydropower project to ensure less social and environmental impacts 

Deputy Minister for Electric Power U Maw Thar Htwe on Tuesday said that Mongton hydropower project (Thanlwin 
Upstream) will be implemented to ensure less impacts on environment and society after conducting surveys of EIA 
and SIA. 
Read more 

  
Landslide kills 17, six feared dead in Hpa-saung Township 

Torrential rain caused a landslide on Sunday in a village in Hpa-saung Township, Kayah State, killing 17, according 
to a news report from the Myanmar News Agency on Monday. 
Read more 

  
Workshop on human rights, climate change held in Mandalay 

The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) held the Workshop on Human Rights, 
Environment and Climate Change in Mandalay on 26 to 27 September. 
Read more 

 

Thailand 

 
PM: Forest restoration needed to relieve droughts 

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha remarked that deteriorated forests will be restored as part of government 
measures to fight droughts, plus His Majesty the King's order for a buildup of water reservoirs in the provinces. 
Read more 

  
Authorities to establish coastal information database 

The Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR) and the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology 
Development Agency (GISTDA) have joined hands to develop the geographical database on changes to Thailand’s 
coastal areas with first utilization to solve coastal erosion. 
Read more 

  
Govt uses "Community Plan" to solve community water management problems 

The Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives opened a seminar on "Flood – Drought Crisis: A Change in Thailand’s 
Water Management" today.  
Read more 

  
Thailand to propose ASEAN roadmap to deal with regional smog 

Thailand is planning to propose a so-called roadmap to solving the smog crisis at the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on 
Environment (AMME) held at the end of this month. 
Read more 

  
Govt pleads for water-economizing agriculture 

The government has pleaded with rice farmers to opt for water-economizing cultivation to ease the impact of the 
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looming drought crisis.  
Read more 

  
Eight provinces in Thailand remain flooded 

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) has revealed that eight provinces currently coping 
with floods will soon recover if it does not rain in the next few days. 
Read more 

  

Viet Nam 

  
775 million USD financing environmental projects 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment reported that Vietnam has attracted more than 30 international 
funded projects specializing in environmental field with a total cost of up to USD 755 million in the period 2011-2015. 
The support is not only at the national level but also at local level. 
Read more 

  
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung: strong commitment, declare war against the pressing environmental 
issues 

It was the statement by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung at the plenary session of the 4th National Environment 
Conference on September 30. The Prime Minister called on all levels, sectors, unions, organizations and individuals 
to uphold determination to create a change in awareness and action, bring about significant results in environmental 
protection; ensuring better improvement to the quality of living environment in our country. 
Read more 

  
Jointly seek solutions to sustainable environmental management 

Hundreds of managers, scientists, and environmentalists have jointly discussed about environmental problems that 
Vietnam is facing at a conference on state management of environmental protection on September 29th. 
Read more 

  
Accelerating the progress of granting land use right certificate: many policies to support people 

Being granted certificates of land use rights is one of the basic rights of people who own land. The Government of 
Vietnam has issued a series of legal documents to remove the difficulties and problems in the issuance of land use 
right. 
Read more 

  
Vietnam joins group of countries vulnerable to climate change 

In Lima, the capital of Peru, the Finance Ministers of the 20 countries who are at the highest risk to suffer the most 
serious consequences of climate change had a meeting marking the birth of a new group called the V20. 
Read more 

  
Application of remote sensing technology: No.1 priority in natural resources and environment 

Absorbing the experience of many countries in the world, nowadays flood forecasting, warning and monitoring; 
conservation of biodiversity; drought monitoring; water source investigation – using remote sensing technology is no 
stranger in Vietnam. Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment confirmed that currently remote sensing 
technology is a top priority in the natural resources management and environmental monitoring. 
Read more 

 
Air pollution control by 2020: prevention is key 

Due to the fact that the level of dust exceeds the standard several times, many cities of Vietnam ranks most polluted 
ones in the world. To control air pollution by 2020, Vietnam needs to focus on controlling pollution with the motto: 
prevention is key. 
Read more 

  
Promote scientific research on environmental technology 

In the framework of the 4th National Environmental Conference, science and technology in the field of environmental 
protection is an important seminar which attracts a large number of scientists. Herein, many solutions and initiatives 
are proposed. 
Read more 

  
Responding to climate change: business should involve in the effort 

Enterprises – who cause the most greenhouse gas emissions but less pay attention to the investment in disaster 
prevention and response to climate change and protection of the environment. It is necessary to switch this paradox 
to achieve new progress in the response to climate change in Vietnam. 
Read more 
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