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RESOLUTION 
 
1. We, members of the Working Group on Environment (WGE) from the six countries of the 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS), namely, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC), the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 
the Kingdom of Thailand, and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, convened in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand on 11 November 2015 for the 10th Semi-Annual Meeting of WGE (WGE-SAM10). 
 
2.  We recognize the achievements of the Core Environment Program (CEP) during the past 
year which has been productive in initiating notable improvements in the program 
implementation. The organization of the 4th GMS Environment Ministers’ Meeting (EMM4) and 
the conduct of the CEP Midterm Review (MTR) in the first half of 2015 were instrumental in 
reshaping and rebalancing the existing CEP portfolio to better deliver the outputs and outcomes 
of the Program toward a sustainable and inclusive GMS. The EMM4 directives and the MTR 
recommendations provided essential guidance from which CEP’s overall strategic framework 
and work plans are being structured for the remaining period of CEP Phase II.  

 
3. We reviewed the 2016 Work Plan and appreciate the efforts of the GMS Environment 
Operations Center (EOC) in rescoping and realigning the overall CEP work program post MTR. 
We note that some of the key recommendations have been initiated including deployment of 
country technical staff (upon request by the country) to backstop national and provincial support 
units (NSUs and PSUs), identification of institutional and capacity strengthening needs, etc. We 
hereby direct EOC to work closely with NSUs and PSUs in further developing and refining the 
country work plans and prepare for its subsequent implementation.  

 
4. We commend progress made on implementing administrative and financial reforms resulting 
in better tracking and monitoring of project implementation and eventually to a more efficient 
and effective cash flow management. Improvements in work planning have instituted a stronger 
role for NSUs in implementation. We value such opportunities to further strengthen NSU 
capacity and reaffirm support for the strategic directions from the MTR and follow up actions. 
 
5. We appreciate the consultative approach being undertaken in defining and institutionalizing a 
vision for the future of EOC for supporting the efficient implementation of the CEP and meeting 
the priority strategic needs of the GMS member countries. We encourage ADB to facilitate the 
institutional strengthening process guided by the WGE, (refining and identifying design and 
financing options, and preparing a transition roadmap) and the institutional development 
strategy that will emerge from the process.  
 
6. We strongly support a deeper engagement of the CEP with the GMS Regional Investment 
Framework process. The report on the outcomes of the 20th GMS Ministerial Conference in 
September 2015 presents enhanced opportunities for engagement with the GMS Program that 
can focus on CEP’s core strengths including analytical approaches and tools for spatial and 
sector planning and technical advisory and capacity services support on the design, use, and 
maintenance of database and knowledge portals and upstream support on environmental and 
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climate change mainstreaming. We also express support for the realization of sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). 

 
7.  We acknowledge the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam’s kind acceptance to host the next 
WGE meetings in 2016 and we commit our full cooperation to the preparations for these 
upcoming meetings. 

 
8. We are grateful for the continued support from the Governments of Finland and Sweden, the 
Nordic Development Fund, the Global Environment Facility, the PRC Regional Cooperation and 
Poverty Reduction Fund, and the ADB. We look forward to working closely on the refocused 
and reprioritized activities toward the completion of CEP Phase II. 

 
9. We thank the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand for hosting the WGE-SAM10 and the 
EOC for organizing the event.  
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