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I am very pleased to be here today, and would like to – on behalf of all three Development Partners – 

extend our appreciation to the organizers and to the host for giving us the opportunity to discuss the 

progress of the Core Environment Program. 

2015 has, as expected, been an important and productive year for the CEP. Implementation has 
gained momentum and the Mid-Term Review was carried out and has initiated a vital reform 
process. The last Development Partners’ Joint Statement, presented at the WGE meeting in Bangkok 
in June this year, focused on the findings of the MTR report. In today’s Statement, the Development 
Partners again want to follow-up on a few of those points, to highlight the need for continued 
attention to the key findings of the MTR. 
 
Firstly, a presentation of a clear vision for the WGE and EOC is needed within soon. The DPs 
strongly support the discussions within the GMS countries and within the ADB about the institutional 
future of the cooperation, including the future role of EOC, and we are keen to see the results and 
ideas. 
 
Secondly, the MTR recommendation of a sharper focus on the RIF Implementation Plan process was 
fully supported by the Development Partners. We would be interested in an update on the progress 
of the implementation of the work plan regarding this work, including how and if the ADB can seek a 
pro-active and high-level endorsement by the ADB and GMS countries for the CEP to work on the RIF. 
 
Thirdly, the DPs acknowledge the benefits of decentralizing, but wish to reemphasize that systematic 
support from ADB is needed to get the CEP and the NSUs embedded in the country systems. The 
Development Partners believe that more than technical support from the ADB will be needed at 
country level to institutionalize the work, and are interested in seeing a comprehensive plan and 
approach for this endeavor, taking into account political-economy contexts for example. 
 
Finally, with the increased focus on efficient administration and implementation brought the MTR, 
programmatic leadership of the CEP is of high importance. The present and extended absence of a 
Technical Head of the CEP and the lengthy process of planning and procuring a new external 
programme administration service for the CEP are therefore concerns. The Development Partners 
are looking to be reassured by the ADB that the full and necessary administrative and technical 
management of the programme is in place as soon as possible. 
 
As has become practice at these meetings, we would invite you now to discuss the points raised 
above. In addition, we would also like to follow the practice of receiving a written management 
response to this statement within a month.  
 
As always, trusting that this collaboration will help us move towards a more sustainable future in the 
GMS, we thank you for your kind attention.  
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