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2012 LEARNING PROGRAMS  
 

Strategic Environment Assessments and Safeguards Application 

in Transport and Energy Sector Planning in the Greater Mekong Subregion 
 

13-17 February 2012, Asian Development Bank Thailand Resident Mission, Bangkok, Thailand 

Program Description 

The Strategic Environment Assessments and Safeguards Application in Transport and Energy 
Sector Planning in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) is a five-day intensive program designed 
to provide opportunities for enhanced understanding and awareness on how environmental 
planning systems, methods and safeguards can enhance the investment performance in GMS 
transport and energy sectors. The learning program will introduce key concepts, tools and 
approaches for policy makers and planners to effectively use environmental and social 
safeguards, as well as, planning and management tools in transport and energy sectors under the 
GMS Economic Cooperation Program. The program will feature case studies, methods and tools 
focusing on:  

i) Strategic environmental assessments (SEA) at the regional and sub-regional levels for the 
transport and energy sectors; 

ii) Capacity strengthening in environmental safeguards application in GMS countries, 
encompassing both environmental impact assessment (EIA) and cumulative impact 
assessment (CIA); 

iii) Assessment of transport and energy sector vulnerability to climate change and 
incorporation of climate change considerations in environmental assessments; and  

iv) Undertaking economic and spatial analysis as part of economic corridor development and 
sector planning. 

Program Outcomes and Outputs 

The intended outcome of the learning program is enhanced national and regional decision making, 
policy and planning capacities of middle level GMS officials in the design, implementation and 
assessment of integrated, environmentally sound and sustainable development transport and 
energy sector plans in the GMS.  

At the end of the learning program, participants are expected to have: 

 enhanced understanding and awareness on how environmental planning systems, 
methods, assessments and safeguards can enhance the investment performance in 
transport and energy sectors; 

  raised awareness and shared experiences with other participants involved in facilitating 
sector agency policy planning and design that internalizes social and environmental costs; 
and 

 upgraded sustainable development planning and project implementation capacities of the 
participants. 
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Program Objectives 

Specifically, the learning program also aims to:  

 build capacity for SEA in support of the sub-regional, national, and sub-national transport 
and energy sectors; 

 increase participants’ knowledge and application of environmental safeguards, and 
effectiveness monitoring; 

 build awareness and knowledge on the practical application of vulnerability assessment 
tools to strengthen climate change adaption strategies; 

 enhance practical knowledge of spatial tools for planning, and assessment of economic 
and environmental trade-offs associated with sector development plans; and 

 establish conditions for follow on training and technical support through a ‘learning-by-
doing’ approach. 

Program Content 

The Strategic Environment Assessments and Safeguards in Transport and Energy Sector 
Planning in the GMS learning program will include the following themes and topics: 

 Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) applications in transport and energy sectors 

 Vulnerability assessment tools to strengthen climate change adaptation strategies in 
transport and energy sectors 

 Spatial tools for planning and assessment of economic and environmental trade-offs in 
transport and energy sector plans 

 Environmental safeguards and effectiveness monitoring 

Learning Methodology and Program Activities  

The program will be conducted using a combination of learning methods -- lectures, case studies, 
group discussions, and problem solving exercises. Participants will be organized into teams to 
facilitate participatory learning and emphasize practitioner orientation and action learning. 

Target Participants and Selection Criteria 

Owing to the technical nature of the learning program, the main participants will be GMS middle 

level officials (Director level and equivalent) who are part of the GMS National Secretariats, are 
members of the GMS Working Groups, and/or members of focal agencies (or executing agencies) 
involved in development sector planning at provincial, national and subregional levels. They will 
come from the following sector/line agencies: energy, transport, planning, finance and planning 
The prospective participants must be involved in national and/or regional planning and decision-
making processes in their respective ministries. Familiarity with and involvement in the Greater 
Mekong Subregion Economic Cooperation Program in general and the GMS CEP-BCI in particular 
will be a priority. 

It is against this background that participants to the learning program will be pre-selected with the 
approval of the GMS National Coordinators and will also be for open applications for well 
qualified GMS civil servants. Exceptional PPP alumni who have participated in the 2009 and 2010 
learning programs jointly organized by the PPP and the GMS Environment Operations Center 
(EOC) will be invited to attend. Staff of the GMS National Secretariat, members of relevant working 
groups, and staff of the CEP-BCI National Support Units will also be invited to attend. Twenty four 
participants with four (4) from each GMS country are expected to attend the program. The detailed 
selection criteria is attached 



 

 

3 

 

Faculty 

The program will be taught by a pool of development planning and environment experts, 
academics, consultants and practitioners from the Asian Development Bank GMS EOC as well as 
universities and environment related government agencies within and outside the GMS.  

 

 
 


